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I remember sitting in the back 
garden on a sunny day [on a day 
when] he was feeling bad, and he 
talked about whether or not he 
believed in an afterlife. He said, 
“Sometimes I’m 50-50 on whether 
there’s a God. It’s the great 
mystery we never quite know. But 
I like to believe there’s an afterlife. 
I like to believe the accumulated
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wisdom doesn’t just disappear 
when you die, but somehow it 
endures.” (Jobs paused for a 
second) “But maybe it’s just like 
an on/off switch and click — and 
you’re gone.” And then he paused 
for another second and he smiled 
and said, “Maybe that’s why I 
didn’t like putting on/off switches 
on Apple devices.”
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1. a biblical description of 
heaven 

2. how heaven & earth relate to 
one another 

3. our future hope



GOD’S SPACE OUR SPACE



And listen to the pleas of your 
servant and of your people Israel, 
when they pray toward this place. 
And listen from heaven your 
dwelling place, and when you 
hear, forgive.

2 Chron 
6:21



This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. 
Where is the house you will build for me? 
Where will my resting place be? 

… You give life to everything, and the 
multitudes of heaven worship you. 

Dominion and awe belong to God; he 
establishes order in the heights of heaven. 

The LORD has established his throne in 
heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.

Isaiah 66:1

Neh 9:6

Job 25:2

Ps 103:19







“For God knows that when you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate.

Genesis 
3:5-6



Eternal life is so much more 
than simply living forever. It’s 
about a life of flourishing that 

flows out of trusting fellowship 
and obedient surrender to God. 



The rest of the Bible’s story 
is about God’s mission to 
once again bring heaven 

and earth together. 



Jacob left Beersheba and set out for 
Harran. When he reached a certain 
place, he stopped for the night 
because the sun had set. Taking one 
of the stones there, he put it under 
his head and lay down to sleep. He 
had a dream in which he saw a 
stairway resting on the earth, with its 
top reaching to heaven, and the

Genesis 
28:10-12, 

16-17



angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. …  
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, 
he thought, “Surely the LORD is in 
this place, and I was not aware of it.” 
He was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God; this is 
the gate of heaven.”

Genesis 
28:10-12, 

16-17



When Jesus saw Nathanael 
approaching, he said of him, “Here 
truly is an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit.” 
“How do you know me?” Nathanael 
asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you 
while you were still under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” 
Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you

John 
1:47-51



are the Son of God; you are the king of 
Israel.” 
Jesus said, “You believe because I told 
you I saw you under the fig tree. You 
will see greater things than that.”  
He then added, “Very truly I tell you, 
you will see ‘heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.”

John 
1:47-51



From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 

Matt. 
4:17



Once, on being asked by the 
Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, Jesus replied, 
“The coming of the kingdom of 
God is not something that can be 
observed, nor will people say, ‘Here 
it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the 
kingdom of God is in your midst.”

Luke 
17:20-21



This, then, is how you should 
pray: “Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.”

Matthew 
6:9-10



But those who are considered 
worthy of taking part in the age to 
come and in the resurrection 
from the dead will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage, and 
they can no longer die; for they 
are like the angels. They are 
God’s children, since they are 
children of the resurrection.

Luke 
20:35-36



Women received back their 
dead, raised to life again. There 
were others who were tortured, 
refusing to be released so that 
they might gain an even better 
resurrection.

Hebrews 
11:35



If only for this life we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.

1 Cor 
15:19-20



Then I saw “a new heaven and a new 
earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was 
no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying,

Rev 
21:1-4



“Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. ‘He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death’ or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.”

Rev 
21:1-4



Being qualified for heaven isn’t about 
having all the right answers to an 

entrance exam; it’s about a heart that 
has experienced the mercy and love 
of Jesus and longs to live under his 

care and leadership for eternity.  



For if, by the trespass of the one 
man [Adam], death reigned through 
that one man, how much more will 
those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through 
the one man, Jesus Christ!

Romans 
5:17



I willingly believe that the damned 
are, in one sense, successful, rebels 
to the end; that the doors of hell are 
locked on the inside. I do not mean 
that the ghosts may not wish to 
come out of hell, in the vague 
fashion wherein an envious man 
‘wishes’ to be happy: but they 
certainly do not will even the first

C. S. 
Lewis
(The Problem 

of Pain)



preliminary stages of that self-
abandonment through which alone 
the soul can reach any good. They 
enjoy forever the horrible freedom 
they have demanded, and are 
therefore self-enslaved: just as the 
blessed, forever submitting to 
obedience, become through all 
eternity more and more free. 

C. S. 
Lewis
(The Problem 

of Pain)



I consider that our present sufferings are 
not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. For the creation 
waits in eager expectation for the children 
of God to be revealed. For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its 
own choice, but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom and 
glory of the children of God.

Romans 
8:18-21




