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Have we lost the ability to simply experience 
the goodness of life because we have 
become so obsessed with documenting and 
sharing it? … I don’t ever want to see my child 
as a means of producing internet content, 
and I think one of the best ways to protect 
against viewing my daughter as a source of 
Instagram likes is to put off posting any 
pictures of her for as long as possible. 

Chris 
Martin



I want to experience my daughter’s 
childhood, and I am afraid that documenting 
it for the world to see—a genuinely insane 
idea fewer than 20 years ago—would take 
away from me actually experiencing it. … 
Let’s just be present. Let’s just experience life 
and not be so concerned about 
documenting it.

Chris 
Martin



Far too often [Jesus] is regarded as hardly 
conscious. He is looked on as a mere icon, a 
wraithlike semblance of a man, fit for the role 
of sacrificial lamb or alienated social critic, 
perhaps, but little more. … For all the vast 
influence he has exercised on human history, 
we have to say that Jesus is usually seen as a 
frankly pathetic individual who lived and still 
lives on the margins of “real life.” 

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy





When Jesus deals with moral evil and 
goodness, he does not begin by theorizing. 
He plunges immediately into the guts of 
human existence: raging anger, contempt, 
hatred, obsessive lust, divorce, verbal 
manipulation, revenge, slapping, suing, 
cursing, coercing, and begging. It is the 
stuff of soap operas and the daily news—
and real life.  

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



He takes this concrete approach because his 
aim is to enable people to be good, not just 
talk about it. He actually knows how to 
enable people to be good, and he brings his 
knowledge to bear upon life as it really is, not 
some intellectualized and sanctified version 
thereof.  

He knows that people deeply hunger to be

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



good but cannot find their way. No one 
wishes to do evil for its own sake, we just find 
it unfortunately “necessary.” We want to be 
good but are ready to do evil, and we come 
prepared with lengthy justifications. … a little 
girl in Sunday school expressed the human 
ambiguity well. When asked what a lie is, she 
replied, “A lie is an abomination to God and a 
very present help in time of trouble.”

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



THE SIX ANTITHESES 
Matthew 5:21-48

vv.21-26 murder 

vv.27-30 adultery 

vv.31-32 divorce 

vv.33-37 oaths 

vv.38-42 revenge 

vv.43-48 enemies



“You have heard that it was said … 
But I tell you …” 

✴ quotes the Old Testament law 
✴ explains the misinterpretation 
✴ reveals God’s deeper heart behind 

the law and how to apply it









110 out of 128 (86%) of the featured 
restaurants went out of business



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean 
the outside of the cup and dish, but 
inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean 
the inside of the cup and dish, and 
then the outside also will be clean.”

Matthew 
23:25-26



“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a 
bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is 
recognized by its own fruit. People do not 
pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from 
briers. A good man brings good things out 
of the good stored up in his heart, and an 
evil man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks 
what the heart is full of.” 

Luke 
6:43-45



And now, Israel, what does the LORD your 
God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in obedience to him, to love 
him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and to 
observe the LORD’S commands and 
decrees that I am giving you today for your 
own good? 

Deut 
10:12-16



To the LORD your God belong the heavens, 
even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it. Yet the LORD set his 
affection on your ancestors and loved them, 
and he chose you, their descendants, above 
all the nations—as it is today. Circumcise 
your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-
necked any longer.

Deut 
10:12-16



“You have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But 
I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. 
Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone 
who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the 
fire of hell.“

Matthew 
5:21-22



My dear brothers and sisters, take 
note of this: Everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry, because human 
anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires.

James 
1:19-20 



We may think that our anger is 
righteous, driven by our sense of 

justice, but Jesus exposes the darker 
motive behind our anger: Diminishing 

the dignity and worth of others.



But I tell you that anyone who is angry 
with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a 
brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to 
the court. And anyone who says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

Matthew 
5:22



In anger I want to hurt you. In contempt, I don’t care 
whether you are hurt or not. Or at least so I say. You 
are not worth consideration one way or the other. We 
can be angry at someone without denying their worth. 
But contempt makes it easier for us to hurt them or 
see them further degraded. … The intent and the 
effect of contempt is always to exclude someone, 
push them away, leave them out and isolated. … To 
belong is a vital need based in the spiritual nature of 
the human being. Contempt spits on this pathetically 
deep need. … it is withering to the human soul.

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



“Whoever sheds human blood, by 
humans shall their blood be shed; 
for in the image of God has God 
made mankind. 

Genesis 
9:6



“Therefore, if you are offering your gift 
at the altar and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and 
offer your gift.

Matthew 
5:23-26



“Settle matters quickly with your 
adversary who is taking you to court. Do it 
while you are still together on the way, or 
your adversary may hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge may hand you over 
to the officer, and you may be thrown into 
prison. Truly I tell you, you will not get out 
until you have paid the last penny.”

Matthew 
5:23-26



We must be intentional about reconciliation for it to 
become a pervasive lifestyle. This can only begin if 
we find space and time to ponder, to pray, and to 
discern where it is that we—let me say “you”—need 
to pursue reconciliation. We must ponder those with 
whom we are out of sorts, those who are closest to 
us with whom we are not living fully reconciled lives, 
and those who may not even know that we are 
harboring bitterness and resentment. Reconciliation 
is not likely to be something that happens to us, as it 
is something we pursue. 

Scot 
McKnight

Sermon on the Mount



My adversaries pursue me all day long; 
in their pride many are attacking me. 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  

In God, whose word I praise— in God I 
trust and am not afraid. What can mere 
mortals do to me? 

Psalm 
56:2-4




