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presumably, they had discovered that it 
was faster or cheaper or preferable in 
some other way to their old routine. We 
tend to think that commuters have their 
route to work honed to perfection; 
evidently not. A substantial minority 
promptly found an improvement to the 
journey they had been making for

Tim 
Harford

(Messy)



years. All they needed was an 
unexpected shock to force them to 
seek out something better. … The 
argument of this book is that we often 
succumb to the temptation of a tidy-
minded approach when we would be 
better served by embracing a degree 
of mess. 

Tim 
Harford

(Messy)



For I am already being poured 
out like a drink offering, and the 
time for my departure is near. I 
have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.

2 Tim 
4:6-7



Dolores had no hobbies, made no 

contribution to society and rarely 

shared a kind word or deed in her life. 

I speak for the majority of her family 

when I say her presence will not be 

missed by many, very few tears will be 

shed and there will be no lamenting 

over her passing. 

Her family will remember Dolores and 

amongst ourselves we will remember 
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in our own way, which were mostly sad 

and troubling times throughout the 

years. We may have some fond 

memories of her and perhaps we will 

think of those times too. But I truly 

believe at the end of the day ALL of us 

will really only miss what we never 

had, a good and kind mother, 

grandmother and great-grandmother. I 

hope she is finally at peace with 
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As for the rest of us left behind, I hope 

this is the beginning of a time of healing 

and learning to be a family again. 

There will be no service, no prayers and 

no closure for the family she spent a 

lifetime tearing apart. We cannot come 

together in the end to see to it that her 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

can say their goodbyes. So I say here for 

all of us, GOOD BYE, MOM.
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“The unexamined 
life is not worth 
living.”  
Socrates





Asa did what was good and right in the 
eyes of the LORD his God. He removed the 
foreign altars and the high places, smashed 
the sacred stones and cut down the 
Asherah poles. He commanded Judah to 
seek the LORD, the God of their ancestors, 
and to obey his laws and commands. He 
removed the high places and incense altars 
in every town in Judah, and the kingdom 
was at peace under him.

2 Chron 
14:2-5



He built up the fortified cities of 
Judah, since the land was at peace. 
No one was at war with him during 
those years, for the LORD gave him 
rest.

2 Chron 
14:6



Then Asa called to the LORD his God 
and said, “LORD, there is no one like 
you to help the powerless against the 
mighty. Help us, LORD our God, for 
we rely on you, and in your name we 
have come against this vast army. 
LORD, you are our God; do not let 
mere mortals prevail against you.”

2 Chron 
14:11



All Judah rejoiced about the 
oath because they had sworn it 
wholeheartedly. They sought 
God eagerly, and he was found 
by them. So the LORD gave 
them rest on every side.

2 Chron 
15:15



King Asa also deposed his 
grandmother Maakah from her 
position as queen mother, 
because she had made a repulsive 
image for the worship of Asherah. 
Asa cut it down, broke it up and 
burned it in the Kidron Valley.

2 Chron 
15:16





Then in the forty-first year of his 
reign Asa died and rested with his 
ancestors. They buried him in the 
tomb that he had cut out for himself 
in the City of David. They laid him 
on a bier covered with spices and 
various blended perfumes, and 
they made a huge fire in his honor.

2 Chron 
16:13-14



At that time Hanani the seer came to 
Asa king of Judah and said to him: 
“Because you relied on the king of 
Aram and not on the LORD your 
God, the army of the king of Aram 
has escaped from your hand. Were 
not the Cushites and Libyans a 
mighty army with great numbers of

2 Chron 
16:7-9



chariots and horsemen? Yet when 
you relied on the LORD, he delivered 
them into your hand. For the eyes of 
the LORD range throughout the earth 
to strengthen those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him. You have 
done a foolish thing, and from now 
on you will be at war.”

2 Chron 
16:7-9



Asa was angry with the seer 
because of this; he was so 
enraged that he put him in 
prison. At the same time Asa 
brutally oppressed some of 
the people.

2 Chron 
16:10



In the thirty-ninth year of his reign 
Asa was afflicted with a disease in 
his feet. Though his disease was 
severe, even in his illness he did 
not seek help from the LORD, but 
only from the physicians. 

2 Chron 
16:12



This is what the LORD says: “Let not the 
wise boast of their wisdom or the strong 
boast of their strength or the rich boast 
of their riches, but let the one who 
boasts boast about this: that they have 
the understanding to know me, that I 
am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for 
in these I delight,” declares the LORD. 

Jeremiah 
9:23-24



For the eyes of the LORD 
range throughout the earth to 
strengthen those whose hearts 
are fully committed to him. 

2 Chron 
16:9





SUMMARY 
If we want to finish well, we must 

humbly depend on God’s 
empowerment to the very end of our 

lives. 


