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the principle of retribution: 
the righteous are blessed and 
prosper while the wicked are 

cursed and suffer 



A gentle answer turns away wrath,  
but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

Proverbs 
15:1

A false witness will not go unpunished,  
and whoever pours out lies will not go free. 

Proverbs 
19:5

Train up a child in the way he should go,  
Even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

Proverbs 
22:6



Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins 
endless? You demanded security from your relatives for 
no reason; you stripped people of their clothing, 
leaving them naked. You gave no water to the weary 
and you withheld food from the hungry, though you 
were a powerful man, owning land— an honored man, 
living on it. And you sent widows away empty-handed 
and broke the strength of the fatherless. That is why 
snares are all around you, why sudden peril terrifies you 

Job 22:5-10



Submit to God and be at peace 
with him; in this way prosperity 
will come to you. 

Job 22:21



If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go 
to his dwelling! I would state my case before him 
and fill my mouth with arguments. I would find 
out what he would answer me, and consider what 
he would say to me. Would he vigorously oppose 
me? No, he would not press charges against me. 
There the upright can establish their innocence

Job 23:3-10



before him, and there I would be delivered 
forever from my judge. “But if I go to the east, he 
is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. 
When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; 
when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of 
him. But he knows the way that I take; when he 
has tested me, I will come forth as gold.

Job 23:3-10



“But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? 
He does whatever he pleases. He carries out his 
decree against me, and many such plans he still 
has in store. That is why I am terrified before 
him; when I think of all this, I fear him. God has 
made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified 
me. 

Job 23:13-16



Why does the Almighty not set times for judgment? Why 
must those who know him look in vain for such days? … 
The fatherless child is snatched from the breast; the 
infant of the poor is seized for a debt. Lacking clothes, 
they go about naked; they carry the sheaves, but still go 
hungry. They crush olives among the terraces; they tread 
the winepresses, yet suffer thirst. The groans of the dying 
rise from the city, and the souls of the wounded cry out 
for help. But God charges no one with wrongdoing. 

Job 24:1, 9-12



Oppression of every sort runs rampant while 
innocent people suffer. What is God doing? 
Nothing, we fear. What kind of God is this? … 
If God truly weeps over the condition of the 
world, how can he adopt such a “hands-off” 
posture? Even when we are able to give God 
the benefit of the doubt (therefore not 
suggesting that he is flawed or that we are 
superior), we still have questions.

John 
Walton

Job, NIV Application 
Commentary 



… A fallen world is intrinsically defined by 
wickedness. If there were no wickedness, the 
world would not be fallen. No matter how 
much wickedness God might eliminate, we 
could always find more wicked people to 
complain about (defining “the wicked” as 
anyone we see as more wicked than 
ourselves). If all wickedness were eliminated, 
the world would no longer be fallen and none 
of us would exist.

John 
Walton

Job, NIV Application 
Commentary 



T H E

S H A C K



Would you discredit my justice? 
Would you condemn me to 
justify yourself? 

Job 40:8



How then can a mortal be righteous 
before God? How can one born of woman 
be pure? If even the moon is not bright 
and the stars are not pure in his eyes, how 
much less a mortal, who is but a maggot— 
a human being, who is only a worm!” 

Job 25:4-6



He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the 
clouds do not burst under their weight. He 
covers the face of the full moon, spreading his 
clouds over it. He marks out the horizon on the 
face of the waters for a boundary between light 
and darkness. The pillars of the heavens quake, 
aghast at his rebuke. By his power he churned

Job 26:8-14



up the sea; by his wisdom he cut Rahab to 
pieces. By his breath the skies became fair; his 
hand pierced the gliding serpent. And these 
are but the outer fringe of his works; how faint 
the whisper we hear of him! Who then can 
understand the thunder of his power?” 

Job 26:8-14



As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, 
the Almighty, who has made my life bitter, as long as 
I have life within me, the breath of God in my 
nostrils, my lips will not say anything wicked, and my 
tongue will not utter lies. I will never admit you are in 
the right; till I die, I will not deny my integrity. I will 
maintain my innocence and never let go of it; my 
conscience will not reproach me as long as I live. 

Job 27:2-6



God is 
good.



God is 
good.

God is 
good 
to me.



 For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him. 

John 3:16-17


