
EXILE



hiraeth: 
a homesickness 

for a home to 
which you 

cannot return 

a deep sense of 
nostalgia, 

yearning, and 
grief for the lost 
places of your 
past—a past 
that may not 

truly exist





Home was one of humanity’s first gifts. I’ve 
become convinced that what happens from 
Genesis to Revelation can be told as a 
home story: God makes a home, sinners 
take leave, and the Father bids our return. 
… To be human is to know the grief of some 
paradise lost. Each of us—however happily 
settled—suffers a foreboding sense of 
rupture, as if we have been cut off from 
some hidden source of happiness. … Home 
represents humanity’s most visceral ache—
and our oldest desire.
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Now, Israel, hear the decrees and 
laws I am about to teach you. 
Follow them so that you may live 
and may go in and take possession 
of the land the LORD, the God of 
your ancestors, is giving you. 

Deut 
4:1



See, I have taught you decrees and 
laws as the LORD my God 
commanded me, so that you may 
follow them in the land you are 
entering to take possession of it. 
Observe them carefully, for this will 
show your wisdom and 
understanding to the nations, who 
will hear about all these decrees and 
say, “Surely this great nation is a wise

Deut 
4:5-8



and understanding people.” What 
other nation is so great as to have 
their gods near them the way the 
LORD our God is near us whenever 
we pray to him? And what other 
nation is so great as to have such 
righteous decrees and laws as this 
body of laws I am setting before you 
today? 

Deut 
4:5-8



After you have had children and 
grandchildren and have lived in the 
land a long time—if you then become 
corrupt and make any kind of idol, 
doing evil in the eyes of the LORD 
your God and arousing his anger, I 
call the heavens and the earth as 
witnesses against you this day that 
you will quickly perish from the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to

Deut 
4:25-28



possess. You will not live there long 
but will certainly be destroyed. The 
LORD will scatter you among the 
peoples, and only a few of you will 
survive among the nations to which 
the LORD will drive you. There you 
will worship man-made gods of 
wood and stone, which cannot see or 
hear or eat or smell.

Deut 
4:25-28







“Everything”



“Do you know how much 
I love you? If you could 
take all the words in the 
language, it still wouldn’t 
describe how much I love 
you. And if you could 
gather all those words 
together it still wouldn’t 
describe what I feel for 
you. What I feel for you is 
everything. I love you 
more than everything.”



Exile is God’s love 
expressed in discipline, 
inviting us to reconsider 
the error of our ways and 

turn back to him.



“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.” Rend your heart and 
not your garments. Return to the 
LORD your God, for he is gracious 
and compassionate, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, and he 
relents from sending calamity.

Joel 
2:12-13



“A son honors his father, and a slave his 
master. If I am a father, where is the 
honor due me? If I am a master, where is 
the respect due me?” says the LORD 
Almighty. “It is you priests who show 
contempt for my name. “But you ask, 
‘How have we shown contempt for your 
name?’ 
“By offering defiled food on my altar. 
“But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ 

Malachi 
1:6-8



“By saying that the LORD’S table is 
contemptible. When you offer blind 
animals for sacrifice, is that not 
wrong? When you sacrifice lame or 
diseased animals, is that not wrong? 
Try offering them to your governor! 
Would he be pleased with you? 
Would he accept you?” says the 
LORD Almighty.

Malachi 
1:6-8



The Israelites saw exile as an 
external problem created by 
other nations, but God saw 
exile as an internal problem 

caused by their sin.



Through the cross Jesus 
reconciled our broken 
relationship with God, 

providing the solution to 
Israel’s and ultimately 

humanity’s exile.



[The father] takes the bottom edge of his 
long robes in his hand and runs to welcome 
his pig-herding son. He falls on his neck 
and kisses him before hearing his prepared 
speech! The father does not demonstrate 
love in response to his son’s confession. 
Rather, out of his own compassion he 
empties himself, assumes the form of a 
servant, and runs to reconcile his estranged 
son. Traditional Middle Easterners, wearing 
long robes, do not run in public. To do so is 
deeply humiliating. This father runs.

Kenneth Bailey



“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the 
prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to 
gather your children 
together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and 
you were not willing. 
Look, your house is left 
to you desolate.”

Matthew 23:37-38



Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand.

Romans 
5:1-2



The New Testament writers 
transform the theme of exile 

for believers as one of 
being set apart in the world. 



Then they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city, with a 
tower that reaches to the 
heavens, so that we may make a 
name for ourselves; otherwise 
we will be scattered over the 
face of the whole earth.”

Genesis 
11:4



Throughout the Bible Babylon 
becomes the symbol of 

humanity’s attempt to establish 
its own counter kingdoms 

against the kingdom of God. 



Then the angel carried me away in 
the Spirit into a wilderness. There I 
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names and had seven 
heads and ten horns. The woman 
was dressed in purple and scarlet, 
and was glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls. 

Rev 
17:3-5



She held a golden cup in her hand, 
filled with abominable things and 
the filth of her adulteries. The name 
written on her forehead was a 
mystery: BABYLON THE GREAT THE 
MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF 
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH.

Rev 
17:3-5



This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and 
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; 
find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may 
have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace 
and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Jeremiah 
29:4-7



Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners 
and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your 
soul. Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he 
visits us. Submit yourselves for the Lord’s 
sake to every human authority: whether 
to the emperor, as the supreme

1 Peter 
2:11-17



authority, or to governors, who are sent 
by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to commend those who do right. 
For it is God’s will that by doing good 
you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish people. Live as free people, but 
do not use your freedom as a cover-up 
for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show 
proper respect to everyone, love the 
family of believers, fear God, honor the 
emperor.

1 Peter 
2:11-17



perhaps our common grief—of crossing 
borders, mourning death, lamenting strained 
relationships, and generally feeling earth’s ill-fit
—is a severe mercy. No doubt it helps us 
understand that home is not now, not yet. 
… The longing for home is associated with 
memory: a paradise was in fact lost. … Home 
helps us outlast our sufferings. We can admit 
our disappointments, grieve our losses, but 
recognize, with stubborn joy, that they are 
temporary. When seasons of unwanted 
singleness or infertility persist, when our
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marriages end, when a child dies, when the 
doctor delivers an unwanted diagnosis, we 
remember this earth is the lineup to the real 
event, and grief is one sure symptom of exile. 
… The story of the Bible witnesses to the happy 
ending called home. For despite the human 
experience of estrangement in this middle act 
of the drama, the good news of the Christian 
gospel begins and ends with homecoming. 
Our anxiety to belong, our desire to be 
received, our hope for intimate embrace … He 
seeks and saves the wandering lost.
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