


What is the 
gospel? 



“Do you know for sure that you are 
going to be with God in Heaven?” 

EVANGELISM EXPLOSION



“Do you know for sure that you are 
going to be with God in Heaven?” 

“If God were to ask you, ‘Why should 
I let you into My Heaven?’ what 
would you say?”  

EVANGELISM EXPLOSION



Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. By this 
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly 
to the word I preached to you. 
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
For what I received I passed on to you as 
of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the

1 Cor 
15:1-8



third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, and 
then to the Twelve. After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep. Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all he appeared to 
me also, as to one abnormally born.

1 Cor 
15:1-8



For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures 
that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures

1 Cor 
15:3-4



We can’t understand the 
meaning of Jesus life, 

particularly his death and 
resurrection, unless we 

understand the story of Israel. 



The story of Israel finds 
its completion and 

fulfillment in the story 
of Jesus.



And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel.

Genesis 
3:15



“I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”

Genesis 
12:2-3



‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. Now 
if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you 
will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, you 
will be for me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation.’ These are the words you 
are to speak to the Israelites.

Exodus 
19:4-6



I looked, but there was no 
one to help, I was appalled 
that no one gave support; 
so my own arm achieved 
salvation for me 

Isaiah 
63:8



The LORD will lay bare his 
holy arm in the sight of all 
the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth will see 
the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 
52:10



Nevertheless, there will be no more 
gloom for those who were in distress. 
In the past he humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the future he will honor Galilee of 
the nations, by the Way of the Sea, 
beyond the Jordan—The people 
walking in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. 

Isaiah 
9:1-2



The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is 
on me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release 
from darkness for the prisoners, to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’S 
favor and the day of vengeance of 
our God, to comfort all who mourn

Isaiah 
61:1-2



He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written:  
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to

Luke 
4:16-21



proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”  
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. The eyes 
of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. He began by saying to 
them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”

Luke 
4:16-21



When Jesus heard that John had been 
put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in 
Capernaum, which was by the lake in 
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—to 
fulfill what was said through the 
prophet Isaiah: 
“Land of Zebulun and land of 
Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—

Matthew 
4:12-17



the people living in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned.”  
From that time on Jesus began to 
preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”

Matthew 
4:12-17



Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them.

Matthew 
5:17



He said to them, “How foolish you 
are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! Did not 
the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?”  
And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he explained to them 
what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself.

Luke 
24:25-27



In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And 
being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming

Philippians 
2:5-11



obedient to death— even death on a 
cross! Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 
2:5-11



To believe means more than just 
mentally agreeing to some truth, even 
if that truth is that Jesus is Messiah and 
Lord over all. The entire sweep of the 
Story of Israel and the Story of Jesus 
ushers us into a world where God’s 
people rely on and trust in God, and 
such a trusting relationship generates 
a life of obedience, holiness, and love. 
… 

Scot 
McKnight

(The King 
Jesus Gospel)



The messianic, lordly, and kingly confession 
of Jesus is not incidental to the Bible. It is 
the point of the Bible, and the gospel is the 
good news that Jesus is that Messiah, that 
Lord, and [the] King. We are his subjects. 
The question over and over in the Bible is: 
“Who is the rightful Lord of this cosmic 
temple?” The answer shifts in the pages of 
Israel’s Story until it comes to Jesus, and we 
get not a full stop but an exclamation point: 
Jesus is the Messiah and Lord! 

Scot 
McKnight

(The King 
Jesus Gospel)



Yes, the problem is our sin; yes, we 
need to be forgiven of sinfulness and 
our sins. But that sin and that 
forgiveness are connected to our 
lordly assignments and to our priestly 
responsibilities and to our flailing and 
failing attempts to usurp God’s tasks to 
make them ours. The only one worthy 
to sit on that throne is King Jesus.

Scot 
McKnight

(The King 
Jesus Gospel)



In all the years I’ve been writing I have 
never had to type words more difficult, 
more devastating than these: 
Yesterday the Lord called my son to 
himself—my dear son, my sweet son, 
my kind son, my godly son, my only 
son. 
Nick was playing a game with his 
sister and fiancée and many other 
students when he suddenly collapsed,

Tim 
Challies



never regaining consciousness. 
Students, paramedics, and doctors 
battled valiantly, but could not save 
him. He’s with the Lord he loved, the 
Lord he longed to serve. We have no 
answers to the what or why questions. 
Yesterday Aileen and I cried and cried 
until we could cry no more, until there 
were no tears left to cry. 

Tim 
Challies





This was to be the day of our reunion. 
And, to add joy upon joy, my son’s new 
fiancée was going to join them! Though 
their return would require a two-week 
quarantine for the whole group of us—
six people in our wee little house—we 
were looking forward to it. We had 
activities planned. We had talked about 
enjoying some board games, about 
holding a Mario Kart tournament, and

Tim 
Challies



even about reading a Shakespeare play 
together. It would be quarantine with 
purpose, a unique opportunity to enjoy 
time as a family that was about to grow 
from 5 members to 6. 
We are in quarantine now, but under 
very different circumstances. Our family 
has shrunk from 5 to 4. My daughter 
returned home last weekend. The 
woman who was to be my sweet new

Tim 
Challies



daughter-in-law lost her ability to enter 
the country when she lost her fiancé. My 
son returned to Canada yesterday, one 
day ahead of the schedule we had set, 
but instead of coming to our family 
home he was transported to a funeral 
home. And there he will wait until 
November 21 when we are released 
from quarantine and can finally lay his 
body to rest. 

Tim 
Challies



Aileen and I agreed from the moment we 
learned we would be walking this difficult 
road that by faith we would let our son go, 
that by faith we would accept that God had 
taken him. The God with the power to give 
him to us had the right to take him from us. 
We would not grumble, we would not 
shake our fists at the sky, we would not 
charge God with wrong for taking our son 
or for any of the difficulties that might 
follow. But we would grieve, we would

Tim 
Challies



lament, we would express the troubles of 
our souls. And this period of isolation has 
been a hardship on top of our hardship, a 
sorrow on top of our sorrow. We know God 
is more than equal to it, of course. He has 
been so kind to us and so present with us. 
He has expressed his love to us and 
tenderly cared for us. But still, we long for 
arms to hold us, shoulders to steady us, lips 
to pray for us, voices to speak truth to us, 
brothers and sisters to simply be with us. 

Tim 
Challies


