
Matthew 5:17-20  “True Righteousness”





When it comes to stumbling blocks to 
faith, the Old Testament is right up there 
at the top of the list. … That’s both 
unfortunate and unnecessary. So what 
should we new covenant folks do with our 
old friend, the Old Testament? What if, 
instead of Old and New Testaments, our 
texts were labeled the Hebrew Bible and 
the Christian Bible. That’s clearer and 
more accurate.

Andy Stanley, Irresistible



… Jesus, the apostle Paul, the author of 
Hebrews, and the Jerusalem Council have 
given us permission to unhitch our faith 
from God’s covenant with Israel. Actually, 
they didn’t just give us permission; they 
highly recommended it.  

… The Christian faith doesn’t need to be 
propped up by the Jewish Scriptures. In a 
post-Christian context, our faith actually 
does better without old covenant support.

Andy Stanley, Irresistible



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell 
you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, 
will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished. Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of 
these commands and teaches others

Matthew 
5:17-20



accordingly will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices 
and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you 
that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 
5:17-20



Again Jesus called the crowd to him and 
said, “Listen to me, everyone, and 
understand this. Nothing outside a person 
can defile them by going into them. 
Rather, it is what comes out of a person 
that defiles them.” 

After he had left the crowd and entered 
the house, his disciples asked him about

Mark 
7:14-19



this parable.  

“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you 
see that nothing that enters a person 
from the outside can defile them? For it 
doesn’t go into their heart but into their 
stomach, and then out of the body.” (In 
saying this, Jesus declared all foods 
clean.)

Mark 
7:14-19



At that time Jesus went through the 
grainfields on the Sabbath. His 
disciples were hungry and began to 
pick some heads of grain and eat them. 
When the Pharisees saw this, they said 
to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”

Matthew 
12:1-2



Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, 
and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 
Some of them were looking for a reason to 
accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to 
see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 
Jesus said to the man with the shriveled 
hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”

Mark 
3:1-6



Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the 
Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or 
to kill?” But they remained silent. 

He looked around at them in anger and, deeply 
distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the 
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, 
and his hand was completely restored. Then the 
Pharisees went out and began to plot with the 
Herodians how they might kill Jesus.

Mark 
3:1-6



Then John’s disciples came and 
asked him, “How is it that we and 
the Pharisees fast often, but 
your disciples do not fast?”

Matthew 
9:14



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 
5:17-19
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All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”).

Matthew 
1:22-23



So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, where he 
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

When Herod realized that he had been 
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem

Matthew 
2:14-18



and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. Then what was said 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  

“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, because they 
are no more.”

Matthew 
2:14-18



Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan 
to be baptized by John. But John tried to 
deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper 
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then John consented.

Matthew 
3:13-15



For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John.

Matthew 
11:13



The meaning of everything in 
the Old Testament must be 

understood through Jesus who 
is the fulfillment of all of it.





For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of 
the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 
5:20



“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad 
tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized 
by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from 
thornbushes, or grapes from briers. A good 
man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. 
For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” 

Luke 
6:43-45



How does the grand invitation to life sound 
today? The bumper sticker gently imposes its 
little message: Christians Aren’t Perfect, Just 
Forgiven. … Just forgiven? And is that really all 
there is to being a Christian? The gift of eternal 
life comes down to that? Quite a retreat from 
living an eternal kind of life now! … What the 
slogan really conveys is that forgiveness alone is 
what Christianity is all about, what is genuinely 
essential to it.

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



… Can we seriously believe that God would establish a 
plan for us that essentially bypasses the awesome 
needs of present human life and leaves human 
character untouched? Would he leave us even 
temporarily marooned with no help in our kind of 
world, with our kinds of problems: psychological, 
emotional, social, and global? Can we believe that the 
essence of Christian faith and salvation covers 
nothing but death and after? Can we believe that 
being saved really has nothing whatever to do with the 
kinds of persons we are?

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



… For all of the talk about the “new birth” among 
conservative Christians, there is an almost total 
lack of understanding of what that new birth is in 
practical terms and of how it relates to forgiveness 
and imputed or transmitted righteousness.  

… The issue, so far as the gospel in the Gospels is 
concerned, is whether we are alive to God or dead 
to him. Do we walk in an interactive relationship 
with him that constitutes a new kind of life, life 
“from above”? 

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



… What must be emphasized in all of this is the 
difference between trusting Christ, the real 
person Jesus, with all that that naturally involves, 
versus trusting some arrangement for sin-
remission set up through him—trusting only his 
role as guilt remover. To trust the real person 
Jesus is to have confidence in him in every 
dimension of our real life, to believe that he is 
right about and adequate to everything.

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy




