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For he himself is our peace, who has 
made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility, by setting aside in his 
flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to 
create in himself one new humanity 
out of the two, thus making peace,

Ephesians 
2:14-18



and in one body to reconcile both of 
them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. 
He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away and peace to 
those who were near. For through him 
we both have access to the Father by 
one Spirit.

Ephesians 
2:14-18



The principle cannot be denied: the 
fiercer the struggle against the injustice 
you suffer, the blinder you will be to the 
injustice you inflict. We tend to translate 
the presumed wrongness of our 
enemies into an unfaltering conviction 
of our own rightness. … Neither revenge 
nor reparations can redress old 
injustices without creating new ones. 

Miroslav 
Volf

(Exclusion & 
Embrace)



The injustices of the dead keep 
recreating and reinforcing unjust 
asymmetries and differences among the 
living, and the injustices of the living 
offer an unjust world as a home for the 
yet unborn. … If you want justice and 
nothing but justice, you will inevitably 
get injustice. 

Miroslav 
Volf

(Exclusion & 
Embrace)



There is a profound “injustice” 
about the God of the biblical 
traditions. It is called grace.Miroslav 

Volf
(Exclusion & 
Embrace)





“The older brother became 
angry and refused to go in. So 
his father went out and pleaded 
with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve 
been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. Yet you 
never gave me even a young

Luke 
15:28-30



goat so I could celebrate with 
my friends. But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes 
home, you kill the fattened calf 
for him!’ Luke 

15:28-30



Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 
and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. In him the whole building 
is joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too 
are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 
2:19-22



This mystery is that the Gentiles are 
fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this 
gospel I was made a minister according 
to the gift of God’s grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 
To me, though I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given,

Ephesians 
3:6-10



to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the 
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God, who created all things, so that 
through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places.

Ephesians 
3:6-10



So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith, for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong 
to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.

Galatians 
3:26-29



Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all. Therefore, as 
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with 
each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive 
as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.

Colossians 
3:11-14



Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them 
all together in perfect unity.

Colossians 
3:11-14



In those days when the number 
of disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenistic Jews among them 
complained against the Hebraic 
Jews because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily 
distribution of food.

Acts 
6:1



When Cephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. For before certain 
men came from James, he used to eat 
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, 
he began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he 
was afraid of those who belonged to the 
circumcision group.

Galatians 
2:11-14



The other Jews joined him in his 
hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray. 

When I saw that they were not acting in 
line with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas in front of them all, “You are a 
Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not 
like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force 
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

Galatians 
2:11-14



… racial pride must have entered into it. It 
had been drilled into Peter, and all the 
Jews, since their youth that Gentiles were 
“unclean”. While hiding beneath the facade 
of religious observance, Peter and other 
Jewish Christians were probably still feeling 
disdain for Christians from “inferior” 
national and racial backgrounds. Peter was 
allowing cultural differences to become 
more important than gospel unity.

Tim 
Keller
(Galatians 

for You)



We must face the fact that in America, 
the church is still the most segregated 
major institution in America. At 11:00 
on Sunday morning when we stand 
and sing and Christ has no east or 
west, we stand at the most segregated 
hour in this nation. This is tragic. 
Nobody of honesty can overlook this.

Martin 
Luther 

King, Jr.



Truth, unvarnished and unfiltered, is 
essential to the work of sanctification, 
freedom, and reconciliation. So what is 
truth in the context of racial reconciliation? 
The truth is that each ethnicity reflects a 
unique aspect of God’s image. No one tribe 
or group of people can adequately display 
the fullness of God. The truth is that it takes 
every tribe, tongue, and nation to reflect

Latasha 
Morrison

(Free of 
Charge)



the image of God in his fullness. The truth is 
that race is a social construct, one that has 
divided and set one group over the other 
from the earliest days of humanity. The 
Christian construct, though, dismantles this 
way of thinking and seeks to reunite us 
under a common banner of love and 
fellowship. …

Latasha 
Morrison

(Free of 
Charge)



This does not mean that we take a color-
blind approach to community. Too many 
Christians believe that the ultimate goal 
should be seeing the world without color, 
and some even pretend to already be in 
this “holy” place. But Paul wasn’t suggesting 
that aspects of our gender or racial identity 
aren’t important, that we should all meld 
together into one indistinguishable throng.

Latasha 
Morrison

(Free of 
Charge)



In fact, Paul emphasized that unity can be 
found in diversity. We all have been given 
different gifts; we all are different parts of 
the same body. In the love of the family of 
God, we must become color brave, color 
caring, color honoring, and not color blind. 
We have to recognize the image of God in 
one another. We have to love despite, and 
even because of, our differences.

Latasha 
Morrison

(Free of 
Charge)





SUMMARY 
Through the cross of Christ God not 

only reconciled us to himself but also 
torn down the dividing wall of 

hostility enabling us to be reconciled 
with one another. 


