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Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, 
in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in 
the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.”  

So God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.  

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”

Genesis 
1:26-28
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To be made in God’s image 
means that we represent God—
our rule is a reflection of God’s 

own rule over his creation. 





Eden was bright and beautiful, and we tend 
to think of it in terms of perfection. But 
rather than thinking of Eden in terms of 
perfection, we should think of it in terms of 
potential. Certainly, Eden was pure and 
pristine, ordered and filled, but the Eden 
we read about in Genesis 1 and 2 wasn’t yet 
everything God intended for his creation. It 
was unsullied but incomplete. From the 
very beginning, Eden was not meant to be 
static; it was headed somewhere.

Nancy 
Guthrie



God could have brought 
creation to a state of 

perfection (completion), but 
he didn’t do this because he 

wanted to complete it in 
partnership with us.





God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase 
in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in 
the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.”

Genesis 
1:28



Now no shrub had yet appeared 
on the earth and no plant had yet 
sprung up, for the LORD God had 
not sent rain on the earth and 
there was no one to work the 
ground, but streams came up 
from the earth and watered the 
whole surface of the ground.

Genesis 
2:5-6



From the beginning God 
intended us to be his image 
bearers, working under his 

leadership to develop and rule 
the earth with him. 



The greatest tragedy of sin is 
not that we’ve failed to keep 
God’s rules, but that we’ve 
rejected our calling as his 

image bearers.



Lamech said to his wives, “Adah 
and Zillah, listen to me; wives of 
Lamech, hear my words. I have 
killed a man for wounding me, a 
young man for injuring me. If Cain 
is avenged seven times, then 
Lamech seventy-seven times.”

Genesis 
4:23-24



The LORD saw how great the 
wickedness of the human race 
had become on the earth, and 
that every inclination of the 
thoughts of the human heart 
was only evil all the time.

Genesis 
6:5



But their idols are silver and gold, 
made by human hands. They have 
mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but 
cannot see. They have ears, but 
cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 
They have hands, but cannot feel, 
feet, but cannot walk, nor can they 
utter a sound with their throats. Those 
who make them will be like them, and 
so will all who trust in them. 

Psalm 
115:4-8



All humans have been created to be 
reflecting beings, and they will reflect 
whatever they are ultimately 
committed to, whether the true God 
or some other object in the created 
order. … What people revere, they 
resemble, either for ruin or 
restoration.

Greg 
Beale

(We Become What 
We Worship)



Our idols distort God’s 
image in us because we 
reflect what we worship.



They followed worthless idols 
and themselves became 
worthless. 2 Kings 

17:15



Formerly, when you did not 
know God, you were slaves 
to those who by nature are 
not gods.Galatians 

4:8









Jesus is the perfect and 
ultimate image of God. 



The Son is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. 

Colossians 
1:15



Jesus came to set us free 
from the enslaving 
power of our idols.



Jesus knew their thoughts and said to 
them: “Any kingdom divided against 
itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall. If Satan is 
divided against himself, how can his 
kingdom stand? I say this because you 
claim that I drive out demons by 
Beelzebul. Now if I drive out demons 
by Beelzebul, by whom do your 
followers drive them out? So then, they

Luke 
11:17-22



will be your judges. But if I drive out 
demons by the finger of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.  
“When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own house, his possessions 
are safe. But when someone stronger 
attacks and overpowers him, he takes 
away the armor in which the man 
trusted and divides up his plunder.

Luke 
11:17-22



When you were dead in your sins and in 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us 
all our sins, having canceled the charge of 
our legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us; he has 
taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  
And having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Colossians 
2:13-15



And we all, who with unveiled 
faces contemplate the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed 
into his image with ever-
increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 Cor 
3:18



A dispute also arose among them as to 
which of them was considered to be 
greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings 
of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them 
call themselves Benefactors. But you are 
not to be like that. Instead, the greatest 
among you should be like the youngest, 
and the one who rules like the one who 
serves. For who is greater, the one who

Luke 
22:24-30



is at the table or the one who serves? Is 
it not the one who is at the table? But I 
am among you as one who serves. You 
are those who have stood by me in my 
trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, 
just as my Father conferred one on me, 
so that you may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Luke 
22:24-30


