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The rest of the Bible 
story is about God 
seeking to reunite 
heaven and earth. 









Both the tabernacle and the temple represented a 
symbolic return to the garden—when heaven and earth 
were once together and God dwelt among his people.



I will put my dwelling place 
among you, and I will not abhor 
you. I will walk among you 
and be your God, and you will 
be my people. Leviticus 

26:11-12



“Make a lampstand of pure gold. 
Hammer out its base and shaft, and make 
its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms of 
one piece with them. Six branches are to 
extend from the sides of the lampstand—
three on one side and three on the other. 
Three cups shaped like almond flowers 
with buds and blossoms are to be on one 
branch, three on the next branch, and the 
same for all six branches extending from 
the lampstand.” 

Exodus 
25:31-33



And the gold of that land is good; 
bdellium and onyx stone are there.

Genesis 
2:12

Now the manna was like coriander seed, 
and its appearance like that of bdellium.

Numbers 
11:7

Take two onyx stones and engrave on them 
the names of the sons of Israel … and fasten 
them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod 
as memorial stones for the sons of Israel. 

Exodus 
28:9, 12



The Lord says: “These people 
come near to me with their 
mouth and honor me with 
their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me. Their worship of 
me is based on merely human 
rules they have been taught.

Isaiah 
29:13



This is the word that came to 
Jeremiah from the LORD: “Stand 
at the gate of the LORD’S house 
and there proclaim this message: 
“ ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all 
you people of Judah who come 
through these gates to worship 
the LORD. This is what the LORD 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 

Jeremiah 
7:1-4



Reform your ways and your 
actions, and I will let you live in 
this place. Do not trust in 
deceptive words and say, “This is 
the temple of the LORD, the 
temple of the LORD, the temple of 
the LORD!”

Jeremiah 
7:1-4





“Oh, that one of you would shut the 
temple doors, so that you would not light 
useless fires on my altar! I am not pleased 
with you,” says the LORD Almighty, “and I 
will accept no offering from your hands. 
My name will be great among the nations, 
from where the sun rises to where it sets. 
In every place incense and pure offerings 
will be brought to me, because my name 
will be great among the nations,” says the 
LORD Almighty.

Malachi 
1:10-13



“But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s 
table is defiled,’ and, ‘Its food is 
contemptible.’ And you say, ‘What a 
burden!’ and you sniff at it 
contemptuously,” says the LORD 
Almighty. “When you bring injured, lame 
or diseased animals and offer them as 
sacrifices, should I accept them from your 
hands?” says the LORD.

Malachi 
1:10-13



The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”).Matthew 

1:23



The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling [tabernacled] 
among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.

John 
1:14



Jesus is the ultimate reality 
to which the tabernacle 

and temple pointed. 
Through Jesus heaven and 
earth are joined together.



The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 
authority to do all this?” 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

John 2:18-21



They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 
and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he 
had spoken of was his body.

John 2:18-21







Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we 
have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, and since we have 
a great priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near to God with a sincere heart and 
with the full assurance that faith brings, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 
from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water.

Hebrews 
10:19-22



When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place. Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 
2:1-4



Through Jesus we 
become God’s temple 

as his Spirit dwells in us.



Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also 
members of his household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone. In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you 
too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 
2:19-22



As you come to him, the living 
Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to 
him—you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to 
be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 
2:4-5



When we arrived in the land of the Jews we 
saw the city situated in the middle of the 
whole of Judea on the top of a mountain of 
considerable altitude. On the summit the 
temple had been built in all its splendor. … 
All the buildings were characterized by a 
magnificence and costliness quite 
unprecedented. …   
The ministration of the priests is in every way 
unsurpassed both for its physical endurance 
and for its orderly and silent service. For they

Letter of 
Aristeas



all work spontaneously, though it entails 
much painful exertion, and each one has a 
special task allotted to him. ... The most 
complete silence reigns so that one might 
imagine that there was not a single person 
present, though there are actually seven 
hundred men engaged in the work, besides 
the vast number of those who are occupied 
in bringing up the sacrifices. Everything is 
carried out with reverence and in a way 
worthy of the great God. 

Letter of 
Aristeas



We were greatly astonished, when we saw 
Eleazar engaged in the ministration, at the 
mode of his dress, and the majesty of his 
appearance, which was revealed in the robe 
which he wore and the precious stones upon 
his person. There were golden bells upon the 
garment which reached down to his feet, 
giving forth a peculiar kind of melody … He 
was girded with a girdle of conspicuous 
beauty, woven in the most beautiful colors. 
On his breast he wore the oracle of God, as it 
is called, on which twelve stones, of different

Letter of 
Aristeas



kinds, were inset, fastened together with 
gold, containing the names of the leaders of 
the tribes, according to their original order, 
each one flashing forth in an indescribable 
way its own particular color. … Their 
appearance created such awe and confusion 
of mind as to make one feel that one had 
come into the presence of a man who 
belonged to a different world. I am convinced 
that anyone who takes part in the spectacle 
which I have described will be filled with 
astonishment and indescribable wonder  

Letter of 
Aristeas



To be God’s temple means 
that the primary way that 

heaven (God’s presence and 
his will) is experienced on 

earth is through us. 



You are the light of the world. A town 
built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 
5:14-16






