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“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does 
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in 
by some other way, is a thief  and a robber. The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of  the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes on ahead of  them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will

John 
10:1-18



run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of  speech, 
but the Pharisees did not understand what he was 
telling them. 

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I 
am the gate for the sheep. All who have come 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved. They will come in 
and go out, and find pasture. The thief  comes only

John 
10:1-18



to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not 
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when 
he sees the wolf  coming, he abandons the sheep 
and runs away. Then the wolf  attacks the flock and 
scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

John 
10:1-18



“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my 
sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father—and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that are not of  this sheep 
pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 
my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay 
down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of  my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it 
up again. This command I received from my Father.”

John 
10:1-18



A second time they 
summoned the man who 
had been blind. “Give glory 
to God by telling the truth,” 
they said. “We know this 
man [Jesus] is a sinner.” 

He replied, “Whether he is 
a sinner or not, I don’t 
know. One thing I do know. 
I was blind but now I see!”

John 9:24-25



The word of  the LORD came to me: “Son of  
man, prophesy against the shepherds of  Israel; 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Woe to you shepherds 
of  Israel who only take care of  yourselves! 
Should not shepherds take care of  the flock? 
You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the 
wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you 
do not take care of  the flock. You have not 
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or

Ezekiel 
34:1-6



bound up the injured. You have not brought 
back the strays or searched for the lost. You 
have ruled them harshly and brutally. So they 
were scattered because there was no shepherd, 
and when they were scattered they became 
food for all the wild animals. My sheep 
wandered over all the mountains and on every 
high hill. They were scattered over the whole 
earth, and no one searched or looked for them.

Ezekiel 
34:1-6
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This is hardly an isolated phenomenon. 
Why do we keep doing this? Why are 
we regularly platforming people whose 
charisma outpaces their character and 
who leave devastation in their wake? 
Something attracts us, we buy in, and 
then we watch the collapse like 
spectators at a demolition derby. 
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The hired hand is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep. So when he 
sees the wolf  coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf  
attacks the flock and scatters it. The 
man runs away because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

John 
10:12-13



“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD 
says: I myself  will search for my sheep 
and look after them. As a shepherd looks 
after his scattered flock when he is with 
them, so will I look after my sheep. I will 
rescue them from all the places where 
they were scattered on a day of  clouds 
and darkness. … I myself  will tend my

Ezekiel 
34:11-12, 

15-16



sheep and have them lie down, declares 
the Sovereign LORD. I will search for 
the lost and bring back the strays. I will 
bind up the injured and strengthen the 
weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with 
justice. 

Ezekiel 
34:11-12, 

15-16



God is the true shepherd of  
Israel. He alone is the one 
who will secure the safety 

and flourishing of  his people. 



The LORD is my shepherd,  
I lack nothing.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters,  
he refreshes my soul. He guides me 
along the right paths for his name’s sake.

Psalm 
23:1-3



Moses said to the LORD, “May the 
LORD, the God who gives breath to 
all living things, appoint someone 
over this community to go out and 
come in before them, one who will 
lead them out and bring them in, so 
the LORD’S people will not be like 
sheep without a shepherd.”

Numbers 
27:15-17



The Lord is my shepherd.Psalm 
23:1

John 
10:11, 14 I am the good shepherd.



The Jews who heard these words were 
again divided. Many of  them said, “He is 
demon-possessed and raving mad. Why 
listen to him?” 
But others said, “These are not the 
sayings of  a man possessed by a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of  the 
blind?”

John 
10:19-21



Again his Jewish opponents picked up 
stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, 
“I have shown you many good works from 
the Father. For which of  these do you stone 
me?” 
“We are not stoning you for any good 
work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, 
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

John 
10:31-33



“Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you.”

Hebrews 
13:5



Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of  my enemies. You anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows.

Psalm 
23:4-5



I am the gate; whoever enters through 
me will be saved. They will come in and 
go out, and find pasture. The thief  
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.

John 
10:9-10



Jesus’ shepherding care over us is 
not only about protecting us from 
external dangers, but also leading 
us to the real nourishment that we 
need to live the full life that God 

intended for us.







Among the animal kingdom sheep seem to 
have come out on the short end. From all 
accounts they are of  limited intelligence. When 
it comes to finding food, they are definitely 
uncreative. As creatures of  habit, they will 
follow paths through desolate places even 
though not far away is excellent forage. Sheep 
are also given to listless wandering. They are 
definitely at the lower end of  the intelligence
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scale. There are even accounts of  their walking 
into an open fire! Shepherds confirm that they 
are timid and stubborn. They can be 
frightened by the most ridiculous things, 
though at other times nothing can move them. 
They are absolutely defenseless. There is no 
way a sheep can defend itself. Furthermore, of  
all the animals subject to husbandry, they take 
the most work.
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