


























































The Gospel According to Jesus 
Matthew 19:16-29   





When the sun rose, God provided a scorching 
east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head 
so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, 
“It would be better for me to die than to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I’m 
so angry I wish I were dead.”

Jonah 4:8-9



Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, 
“Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 

“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus 
replied. “There is only One who is good. If you 
want to enter life, keep the commandments.”

Matthew 19:16-22



“Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “ ‘You 
shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, 
you shall not steal, you shall not give false 
testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and 
‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“All these I have kept,” the young man said. 
“What do I still lack?”

Matthew 19:16-22



Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, 
sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 

When the young man heard this, he went away 
sad, because he had great wealth.

Matthew 19:16-22



When the disciples heard this, they were 
greatly astonished and asked, “Who then 
can be saved?” 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man 
this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.”

Matthew 19:25-26



Faith today is treated as something that only 
should make us different, not that actually 
does or can make us different. In reality we 

vainly struggle against the evils of this world, 
waiting to die and go to heaven. Somehow 

we’ve gotten the idea that the essence of faith 
is entirely a mental and inward thing. 
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Peter answered him, “We have left everything 
to follow you! What then will there be for us?” 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed 
me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the

Matthew 19:27-29



twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or fields for my sake 
will receive a hundred times as much and will 
inherit eternal life.

Matthew 19:27-29



The amazing news of the gospel is that men and 
women, through Christ’s atoning death, can now be 
reconciled to God. But the good news Jesus proclaimed 
had a fullness beyond salvation and the forgiveness of 
sins; it also signified the coming of God’s kingdom on 
earth. … The kingdom of which Christ spoke was one in 
which the poor, the sick, the grieving, cripples, slaves, 
women, children, widows, orphans, lepers, and aliens—
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the “least of these” (Matt. 25:40 NKJV)—were to be lifted 
up and embraced by God. It was a world order in which 
justice was to become a reality, first in the hearts and 
minds of Jesus’ followers, and then to the wider society 
through their influence. Jesus’ disciples were to be “salt” 
and “light” to the world (see Matthew 5:13–14). They 
were to be the “yeast” that leavens the whole loaf of 
bread (see Matthew 13:33). His was not intended to be a
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far-off and distant kingdom to be experienced only in 
the afterlife; no, Christ’s proclamation of the “kingdom 
of heaven” was a call for a redeemed world order 
populated by redeemed people—now. In other words, 
the perfect kingdom of God that I just described was to 
begin on earth. That was the vision first proclaimed by 
Jesus, and it was good news for our world. 

Richard Stearns
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 4:18-19



Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a 
day for people to humble themselves? Is it 
only for bowing one’s head like a reed and 
for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that 
what you call a fast, a day acceptable to 
the LORD?

Isaiah 58:5-7



“Is not this the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice 
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 
oppressed free and break every yoke?

Isaiah 58:5-7



Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
and to provide the poor wanderer with 
shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe 
them, and not to turn away from your own 
flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:5-7



He has told you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:8



“Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you

Matthew 25:34-36



gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’ 

Matthew 25:34-36



For I was hungry, while you had all you needed. I 
was thirsty, but you drank bottled water. I was a 
stranger, and you wanted me deported. I needed 
clothes, but you needed more clothes. I was sick, 
and you pointed out the behaviors that led to my 
sickness. I was in prison, and you said I was getting 
what I deserved. 
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The forty other “children of war”—damaged souls all—
surrounded them and began singing and clapping 
joyfully. These songs of praise to God, anthems of 
healing and forgiveness, were more beautiful than any 
choir of angels. Michael and Joseph were dumbstruck at 
this welcome, so different from what they had expected. 
They began to see faces they knew, other kids who had 
escaped—who had, like them, also known the brutal

Richard Stearns

The Hole in Our Gospel 



hand of the LRA and had murdered at their command. 
Some spark of light began to return to their hollow eyes. 
Hesitant smiles slowly turned up the corners of their 
mouths, as high fives and hugs were offered by this one 
and that. Soon all fifty of us poured into the makeshift 
chapel of corrugated tin and rough wooden benches in 
the compound. A spontaneous worship service erupted 
as the songs of God’s healing forgiveness and power
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were sung over and over again. Welcome home, 
welcome home, Michael and Joseph. You are home now. 
The good news—the glorious, life-transforming gospel—
washed over Michael and Joseph, and in that moment 
the unthinkable possibility of forgiveness broke over 
them like a new dawn. They could be forgiven, restored, 
made whole again. This was almost impossible to 
believe, the “glad tidings” so overwhelmingly good.
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