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But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be 
afraid. Am I in the place of God? You 
intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I 
will provide for you and your children.”  

And he reassured them and spoke 
kindly to them.

Genesis 
50:19-21



Year of Jubilee
Leviticus 25



Someone told him, “Your mother and 
brothers are standing outside, wanting to 
speak to you.” 

He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and 
who are my brothers?” Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and 
my brothers. For whoever does the will of 
my Father in heaven is my brother and sister 
and mother.”

Matthew 
12:47-50



Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers. 

Galatians 
6:10



For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters. 

Romans 
8:29



Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also 
members of his household, built 
on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. 

Ephesians 
2:19-20



Do not rebuke an older man 
harshly, but exhort him as if he 
were your father. Treat younger 
men as brothers, older women 
as mothers, and younger women 
as sisters, with absolute purity. 

1 Timothy  
5:1-2



The church is not a collection of families. 
The church is a family. We are not “family 
friendly”; we are family. We learn the 
skills within the church to be godly sons 
or daughters, brothers or sisters, 
husbands or wives, fathers or mothers, 
and the reverse is also true. We learn 
dynamics within the family that we then 
live out within the church.

Russell 
Moore

(The Storm-
Tossed Family)



Unmarried Christians often feel as though 
they are deficient (which would mean that 
our religion itself is deficient since Jesus 
himself never married). Even more than 
that, our churches too often mirror the 
loneliness of the outside world. … We 
assume that the nuclear family can meet 
this need [for connection], and yet some

Russell 
Moore

(The Storm-
Tossed Family)



of the loneliest, most isolated people in 
our communities are married with 
children, often so frenetically busy with 
childrearing and/or caring for aging 
parents that they have lost touch with 
old friends and no longer know how to 
make new ones. 

Russell 
Moore

(The Storm-
Tossed Family)



The New Testament world is unable to 
imagine living out healthy family life 
apart from the context of a healthy 
church life. The local church becomes 
the place where I am, in a very real 
sense, reparented. … We all come 
into the family of Jesus with broken 
bones, wounds, and legs shot up

Peter 
Scazzero

(The Emotionally 
Healthy Church)



in the war of life. God’s intention is to 
heal our brokenness and patch up our 
wounds. … Discipleship, then, must 
include honest reflection on the 
positive and negative impact of my 
family of origin as well as other major 
influences in my life. This is hard work. 

Peter 
Scazzero

(The Emotionally 
Healthy Church)



Three Hallmarks of Healthy Church Families
spend time together





They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. They 
sold property and possessions to give

Acts 
2:42-47



to anyone who had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.

Acts 
2:42-47



See to it, brothers and sisters, that 
none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from the living 
God. But encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called “Today,” 
so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

Hebrews 
3:12-13





Four Hallmarks of Healthy Church Families
spend time together 

demonstrate intimacy and care for one 
another





Brothers and sisters, pray for us. Greet 
all God’s people with a holy kiss.

1 Thess 
5:25-26

All the brothers and sisters here send 
you greetings. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss.

1 Cor 
6:20

Greet one another with a kiss of love.1 Peter 
5:14



When Paul had finished speaking, 
he knelt down with all of them 
and prayed. They all wept as they 
embraced him and kissed him.

Acts 
20:36-37





The church often bears an 
uncomfortable resemblance to 
the dysfunctional family. … 
There is the outward 
camaraderie and inward 
loneliness of the congregation.

Frederick 
Buechner

(Listening to 
Your Life)



Do not rebuke an older man 
harshly, but exhort him as if he 
were your father. Treat younger 
men as brothers, older women 
as mothers, and younger women 
as sisters, with absolute purity. 

1 Timothy  
5:1-2



Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If 
one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and well fed,” 
but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 

James 
2:15-16



Anyone who has been stealing 
must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful 
with their own hands, that they 
may have something to share 
with those in need. 

Ephesians 
4:28



Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person 
gently. But watch yourselves, or 
you also may be tempted. Carry 
each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Galatians 
6:1-2



Four Hallmarks of Healthy Church Families
spend time together 

demonstrate intimacy and care for one 
another 

helping one another to grow





I myself am convinced, my 
brothers and sisters, that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, 
filled with knowledge and 
competent to instruct one 
another.

Romans 
15:14



Likewise, teach the older women 
to be reverent in the way they 
live, not to be slanderers or 
addicted to much wine, but to 
teach what is good. Then they can 
urge the younger women to love 
their husbands and children

Titus 
2:3-4



But here’s the tragedy: Because so 
many of us have been conditioned in 
the institutional church, we have been 
forced to sit in a pew and passively 
listen to sermons week after week. And 
that’s why scores of Christians associate 
“church” with an audience that hears a 
weekly oration. 

Frank 
Viola

(Reimagining 
Church)



The result? Scores of spiritual fathers are 
not doing what they should be doing. 
Many of them have confessed to me that 
they see no place for their contribution in 
the traditional church. They feel that their 
long spiritual history with the Lord and the 
lessons they learned from it will die with 
them. Many feel that their spiritual 
experiences are being wasted.

Frank 
Viola

(Reimagining 
Church)









SUMMARY: 
Through the church we can 

discover what a healthy family is 
supposed to be.


