
CROSS
The meaning

of THE

“Loving Us to the 
End”





Through the 
humiliation of  the 

cross, Jesus covered 
our nakedness and 

shame.



Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one 
and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

1 John 4:8-10







The LORD saw how great the wickedness 
of  the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of  the 
thoughts of  the human heart was only evil 
all the time. The LORD regretted that he 
had made human beings on the earth, and 
his heart was deeply troubled.

Genesis 6:5-6



Then God blessed Noah and his 
sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number and fill 
the earth. 

Genesis 9:1



He took him outside and said, “Look 
up at the sky and count the stars—if  
indeed you can count them.” Then he 
said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”

Genesis 15:5



When the builders laid the foundation of  the temple 
of  the LORD, the priests in their vestments and 
with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of  Asaph) 
with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, 
as prescribed by David king of  Israel. With praise 
and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: “He is 
good; his love toward Israel endures forever.” And 
all the people gave a great shout of  praise to the 
LORD, because the foundation of  the house of  the

Ezra 3:10-13



LORD was laid. But many of  the older priests 
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the 
former temple, wept aloud when they saw the 
foundation of  this temple being laid, while many 
others shouted for joy. No one could distinguish 
the sound of  the shouts of  joy from the sound 
of  weeping, because the people made so much 
noise. And the sound was heard far away. 

Ezra 3:10-13



And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of  the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
the town of  David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”



Suddenly a great company of  the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  (Luke 2:8-14)



It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end.  (John 13:1)



The cross showed how high a 
price God was willing to pay 
for his commitment of  love, 

not giving up on us but taking 
our sins on himself.



You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person, though for a good person someone 
might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:6-8



Jesus showed his love for us 
on the cross by identifying 

with our suffering.



The most emotive and persuasive argument against Judeo-
Christian faith is not an argument against the existence of  
God, but an argument against the goodness of  God. The 
problem is this: While claiming that God is omniscient and 
omnipotent, all-good and all-loving, we nevertheless live in a 
world where the unjust suffering of  the innocent is not only 
possible, but distressingly common. If  God is all-knowing, 
all-powerful, and all-loving, why do babies get brain cancer? 
The question is wrenching, and as an argument against the 
goodness of  God it can be quite unsettling. 

Brian Zahnd

The Wood Between Two Worlds 



He was despised and rejected by 
mankind, a man of  suffering, and 
familiar with pain. Like one from 
whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low 
esteem.

Isaiah 53:3



A God who is only omnipotent is in himself  an incomplete 
being, for he cannot experience helplessness and powerlessness. 
Omnipotence can indeed be longed for and worshipped by 
helpless men, but omnipotence is never loved; it is only feared. 
What sort of  being, then, would be a God who was only 
“almighty”? He would be a being without experience, a being 
without destiny and a being who is loved by no one. A man who 
experiences helplessness, a man who suffers because he loves, a 
man who can die, is therefore a richer being than an omnipotent 
God who cannot suffer, cannot love and cannot die. 

Jürgen Moltmann 

The Crucified God



Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this 
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of  
the glory of  God. Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us.

Romans 5:1-5


