
Matthew 7:1-5  “Do Not Judge”



“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
For in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you. 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust 
in your brother’s eye and pay no attention 
to the plank in your own eye? How can you

Matthew 
7:1-5



say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck 
out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye.”

Matthew 
7:1-5



to judge: 

1. to make moral discernments 

2. to be judgmental, condemning



Watch out for false prophets. 
They come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves.

Matthew 
7:15



Brothers and sisters, do not slander one 
another. Anyone who speaks against a brother 
or sister or judges them speaks against the law 
and judges it. When you judge the law, you are 
not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 
There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 
one who is able to save and destroy. But you—
who are you to judge your neighbor?

James 
4:11-12



We are not called to 
stand in judgment 

over others.



I care very little if I am judged by you or by any 
human court; indeed, I do not even judge 
myself. My conscience is clear, but that does 
not make me innocent. It is the Lord who 
judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the 
appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He 
will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and 
will expose the motives of the heart. At that 
time each will receive their praise from God.

1 Cor 
4:3-5









All of us have a 
tendency to place 

judgment over others.  



We have great confidence in the power of 
condemnation to “straighten others out.” … 
We must beware of believing that it is okay 
for us to condemn as long as we are 
condemning the right things. It is not so 
simple as all that. I can trust Jesus to go into 
the temple and drive out those who were 
profiting from religion, beating them with a 
rope. I cannot trust myself to do so. 

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



… Now a moment’s reflection is all that is 
required to make one realize how terribly 
powerful condemnation is. It knifes into 
vulnerable areas at the core of our being. 
That is why it hurts so badly and at the 
same time why we rely upon it so heavily. … 
condemnation is such a handy way of 
hurting people deeply.

Dallas 
Willard

The Divine Conspiracy



The older spoke first: “What on earth are you doing here? 
After all you’ve done, how dare you set foot on this land?” 

“I know I blew it,” the younger replied meekly. “I know I 
sinned. But I have nothing left. I’ve come to ask dad if he will 
let me be his servant.” 

“Do you know what you did to dad when you left? Do you 
know how badly you shamed and embarrassed him in front 
of the entire community? He wants nothing to do with you.”

“None of Us Will Ever Forget What You Did” (Tim Challies) 



“I know he won’t ever take me back into the family. I 
wouldn’t even ask. But I know that he’s kinder to his slaves 
than most people are to their sons. I don’t need privileges. I 
just need kindness.” 

“He doesn’t love you anymore. He doesn’t want you 
anymore. You’re dead to him.” 

“I just want to talk to him. I just want to plead with him. I have 
seen him extend mercy to others—maybe he’ll extend it to 
me as well.” 

“None of Us Will Ever Forget What You Did” (Tim Challies) 



“Mercy? To you? You’re an absolute disgrace. You disgust 
me and you’ll disgust him. You’re filthy. You stink.” 

“I know. I know I do. I’ve been sleeping in barns. I’ve been 
eating with animals. I’m starving. I’m broken. I’m done.” 

“I’m the future of this family. I’ve done everything dad has 
asked of me. I’ve obeyed his every word. It’s me he loves.” 

“I know. I know you’re worthy of dad’s love. I know I’m not. 
But maybe dad has some love for the unworthy. I just want 
to ask. I just want to beg.”

“None of Us Will Ever Forget What You Did” (Tim Challies) 



… “None of us will ever forget what you did. None of us will 
ever forget who you are.” 

As a tear cascaded from the young man’s eye, his older 
brother spoke once more: “Tell you what: You march yourself 
back up that road. I don’t want you to even think about 
coming back until you’ve cleaned yourself up, until you don’t 
stink anymore, until you’ve put on some decent clothes, and 
until you can reimburse dad every single penny you took 
from him. Then maybe, just maybe, he’ll be willing to see you.”

“None of Us Will Ever Forget What You Did” (Tim Challies) 



… And with that, the younger son turned around. He 
headed back up the roadway and past the boundary 
marker, each step extending the distance between 
himself and his father. His brother stood and watched 
him go, a satisfied grin on his face.

“None of Us Will Ever Forget What You Did” (Tim Challies) 



“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”

Matthew 
7:3-5



We are so quick to see the 
wrong in others and yet we’re 
so resistant to acknowledging 

our own failures.



The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he 
came to him, he said,  “There were two men 
in a certain town, one rich and the other poor.  
The rich man had a very large number of 
sheep and cattle,  but the poor man had 
nothing except one little ewe lamb he had 
bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him 
and his children. It shared his food, drank

2 Sam 
12:1-7



from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was 
like a daughter to him.   “Now a traveler came 
to the rich man, but the rich man refrained 
from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to 
prepare a meal for the traveler who had 
come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb 
that belonged to the poor man and prepared 
it for the one who had come to him.”

2 Sam 
12:1-7



David burned with anger against the man and 
said to Nathan,  “As surely as the LORD lives, 
the man who did this deserves to die!  He 
must pay for that lamb four times over, 
because he did such a thing and had no pity.”    

Then Nathan said to David,  “You are the man!

2 Sam 
12:1-7



You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye.

Matthew 
7:5



If it isn’t motivated by love and a 
desire to see them restored, we 
have no business telling others 

what’s wrong with them.



Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught 
in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should 
restore that person gently. But watch 
yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If 
anyone thinks they are something when 
they are not, they deceive themselves.

Galatians 
6:1-3



When we show compassion and 
mercy instead of judgment, we 
reflect God’s own heart toward 

sinners like ourselves. 





Keep me as the apple of 
your eye;  

hide me in the shadow of 
your wings

Psalm 
17:18





The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and 
his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites. Say to them: “ ‘ “The LORD 
bless you and keep you; the LORD make 
his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you; the LORD turn his face toward you 
and give you peace.” ’

Numbers 
6:22-26


