






Then God said, “I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of the 
whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours 
for food. And to all the beasts of the 
earth and all the birds in the sky and 
all the creatures that move along the 
ground—everything that has the 
breath of life in it—I give every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 

Genesis 
1:29-30



He makes grass grow for the cattle, 
and plants for people to cultivate— 
bringing forth food from the earth: 
wine that gladdens human hearts, 
oil to make their faces shine, and 
bread that sustains their hearts. The 
trees of the LORD are well watered, 
the cedars of Lebanon that he 
planted.

Psalm 
104:14-16



The lions roar for their prey and 
seek their food from God. The sun 
rises, and they steal away; they 
return and lie down in their dens. 
Then people go out to their work, 
to their labor until evening. How 
many are your works, LORD! In 
wisdom you made them all; the 
earth is full of your creatures.

Psalm 
104:21-24



All creatures look to you to give 
them their food at the proper 
time. When you give it to them, 
they gather it up; when you 
open your hand, they are 
satisfied with good things.

Psalm 
104:27-28



Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
of the wild animals the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but 
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”

Genesis 
3:1-5



“You will not certainly die,” the serpent 
said to the woman. “For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”Genesis 

3:1-5



This battle between an 
abundance and scarcity mindset 

was central to the fall of humanity: 
Can God be trusted to take care 

for us or do we need to take 
matters into our own hands? 



In the course of time Cain brought some of 
the fruits of the soil as an offering to the 
LORD. And Abel also brought an offering—
fat portions from some of the firstborn of his 
flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel 
and his offering, but on Cain and his 
offering he did not look with favor. So Cain 
was very angry, and his face was downcast. 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you 
do what is right, will you not be accepted?

Genesis 
4:3-9



But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have 
you, but you must rule over it.” 
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go 
out to the field.” While they were in the 
field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and 
killed him. 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your 
brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he replied. 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Genesis 
4:3-9



The struggle between 
generosity and scarcity isn’t 
limited to money—it affects 

every area of our life.



Lamech said to his wives, “Adah 
and Zillah, listen to me; wives of 
Lamech, hear my words. I have 
killed a man for wounding me, a 
young man for injuring me. If Cain 
is avenged seven times, then 
Lamech seventy-seven times.”

Genesis 
4:23-24



Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves; 
otherwise we will be scattered 
over the face of the whole earth.”

Genesis 
11:4



For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
John 3:16



What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 

along with him, graciously give us all things? 
Romans 8:31-32



The message of the cross is that 
we live not in a world of scarcity 
but one of abundance because 

God in his love and mercy is 
generous toward us.  



Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I 
tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat; or about your body, what you will 
wear. For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They 
do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom 
or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much 
more valuable you are than birds! Who of you 
by worrying can add a single hour to your 
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest? 

Luke 
12:22-34



“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They 
do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much 
more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 
And do not set your heart on what you will 
eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the 
pagan world runs after all such things, and 
your Father knows that you need them. 

Luke 
12:22-34



But seek his kingdom, and these things will 
be given to you as well. 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father 
has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 
Sell your possessions and give to the poor. 
Provide purses for yourselves that will not 
wear out, a treasure in heaven that will 
never fail, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.

Luke 
12:22-34



In a world consumed by the 
fear of scarcity, we’re called 
to display God’s love and 

care for his creation through 
our own generosity to them.



The master commended the 
dishonest manager for his 
shrewdness. For the sons of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than 
the sons of light. 

Luke 
16:8



“One who is faithful in a very little is also 
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in 
a very little is also dishonest in much. If then 
you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you 
the true riches? And if you have not been 
faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own? No servant 
can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money.”

Luke 
16:10-13



Research demonstrates that givers sink to the 
bottom of the success ladder. Across a wide range 
of important occupations, givers are at a 
disadvantage: they make others better off but 
sacrifice their own success in the process. 

Across occupations, it appears that givers are just 
too caring, too trusting, and too willing to sacrifice 
their own interests for the benefit of others. 
There’s even evidence that compared with takers, 
on average, givers earn 14 percent less money, 
have twice the risk of becoming victims of crimes, 
and are judged as 22 percent less powerful and 
dominant. 

Adam 
Grant

(Give and Take)



When takers win, there’s usually someone 
else who loses. Research shows that people 
tend to envy successful takers and look for 
ways to knock them down a notch. In 
contrast, when givers win people are rooting 
for them and supporting them, rather than 
gunning for them. Givers succeed in a way 
that creates a ripple effect, enhancing the 
success of people around them. You’ll see 
that the difference lies in how giver success 
creates value, instead of just claiming it.

Adam 
Grant

(Give and Take)



Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each 
of you should give what you have decided 
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless 
you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.

2 Cor 
9:6-8


