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I need a hero. I’m holding out for a hero 
‘til the end of the night.  

He’s gotta be strong, and he’s gotta be 
fast, and he’s gotta be fresh from the fight.  

I need a hero. I’m holding out for a hero 
‘til the morning light.  

He’s gotta be sure, and it’s gotta be soon, 
and he’s gotta be larger than life!

Bonnie Tyler 
“Holding Out for a Hero”







[David] has little wisdom to pass on to us on how 
to live successfully. He was an unfortunate parent 
and an unfaithful husband. From a purely 
historical point of view he was a barbaric chieftain 
with a talent for poetry. But David’s importance 
isn’t in his morality or his military prowess but in 
his experience of and witness to God. Every event 
in his life was a confrontation with God. 

Eugene Peterson







Here’s a terrifying thought: the faults and 
failings of parents are often reproduced in 
their children. Good looks and intelligence 
are not the only things that are passed on 
from one generation to the next. We who are 
parents shape our children in many ways, in 
our own image. Sometimes we take pride in 
that. But it is a terrifying thought.

John Woodhouse
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“Go to bed and pretend to be ill,” 
Jonadab said. “When your father comes 
to see you, say to him, ‘I would like my 
sister Tamar to come and give me 
something to eat. Let her prepare the 
food in my sight so I may watch her and 
then eat it from her hand.’ ”

2 Samuel 13:5-6



So Amnon lay down and pretended to 
be ill. When the king came to see him, 
Amnon said to him, “I would like my 
sister Tamar to come and make some 
special bread in my sight, so I may eat 
from her hand.”

2 Samuel 13:5-6



David sent word to Tamar at the palace: “Go 
to the house of your brother Amnon and 
prepare some food for him.”  
So Tamar went to the house of her brother 
Amnon, who was lying down. She took some 
dough, kneaded it, made the bread in his 
sight and baked it. Then she took the pan and 
served him the bread, but he refused to eat. 

2 Samuel 13:7-11



“Send everyone out of here,” Amnon said. So 
everyone left him. 
Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food here 
into my bedroom so I may eat from your hand.”  
And Tamar took the bread she had prepared and 
brought it to her brother Amnon in his bedroom. 
But when she took it to him to eat, he grabbed 
her and said, “Come to bed with me, my sister.” 

2 Samuel 13:7-11



“No, my brother!” she said to him. “Don’t 
force me! Such a thing should not be done 
in Israel! Don’t do this wicked thing. What 
about me? Where could I get rid of my 
disgrace? And what about you? You would 
be like one of the wicked fools in Israel. 
Please speak to the king; he will not keep 
me from being married to you.” 

2 Samuel 13:12-13



Then Amnon hated her with intense 
hatred. In fact, he hated her more than 
he had loved her. Amnon said to her, 
“Get up and get out!”

2 Samuel 13:15



“No!” she said to him. “Sending me 
away would be a greater wrong than 
what you have already done to me.”  
But he refused to listen to her.

2 Samuel 13:16



He called his personal servant and 
said, “Get this woman out of my sight 
and bolt the door after her.” So his 
servant put her out and bolted the 
door after her.

2 Samuel 13:17-18



When King David heard all this, he 
was furious.  
And Absalom never said a word to 
Amnon, either good or bad; he hated 
Amnon because he had disgraced 
his sister Tamar.

2 Samuel 13:21-22



Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! When 
Amnon is in high spirits from drinking wine 
and I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon down,’ then 
kill him. Don’t be afraid. Haven’t I given you 
this order? Be strong and brave.”  
So Absalom’s men did to Amnon what 
Absalom had ordered. Then all the king’s 
sons got up, mounted their mules and fled.

2 Samuel 13:28-29



When your days are over and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring 
to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He is the 
one who will build a house for my Name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. I will be his father, and he will be my 
son. When he does wrong, I will punish him

2 Samuel 7:12-16



with a rod wielded by men, with floggings 
inflicted by human hands. But my love will 
never be taken away from him, as I took it 
away from Saul, whom I removed from 
before you. Your house and your kingdom 
will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever.

2 Samuel 7:12-16
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God’s 
active wrath

his direct actions in 
response to our sin

God’s 
passive wrath

allowing natural 
consequences to 

take place



But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was 
on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.

Isaiah 53:5



Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating 
you as his children. For what children are not 
disciplined by their father? If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 
daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them for it. How much more should 
we submit to the Father of spirits and live!

Hebrews 12:7-11



They disciplined us for a little while as they 
thought best; but God disciplines us for our 
good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest 
of righteousness and peace for those who have 
been trained by it.

Hebrews 12:7-11



Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered.

Hebrews 5:8




