
“You Are the Man!” (Part 2) 
2 Samuel 11-12



One wonders whether in some corner there is a 
fancy that [David] can keep God from knowing if 
he can hide it from everyone else. For unlike in 
other moments, David does not pray. The psalm 
associated with Bathsheba, Psalm 51, is a plea set 
after the prophet Nathan approaches him 
accusingly. First David feels the slightly-uneasy-
but-exhilarated sense of a man who has sinned 
and gotten away with it.

David Wolpe



FORCEMAJEURE











How often have you 
felt genuine sorrow 

for your sins?



The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick; who can understand it?

Jeremiah 17:9



BIBLE

forgive 
me

PSYCH

understand 
me



When we confess our faults to God or to one 
another, we usually try to explain away our 
sin. Explanations are requests not for 
forgiveness, but for understanding. When we 
regard our wrong actions as understandable, 
we feel only a little guilty. But meaningful 
repentance and enduring change require 
more than casual confession of guilt. 

Larry Crabb



One of the hindrances 
to repentance is our 
constant desire to 
justify ourselves.



v.1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, 
David sent Joab 

v.4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to 
him, and he lay with her. 

v.6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” 

v.14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah. 

v.27 And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought 
her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. 

2 Samuel 11



Desiring our own good is not sinful in itself, but 
natural and instinctive. … It is the act of putting 
ourselves at the center of the universe, where God 
belongs, that is unqualified sin. This is, in fact, the 
very definition of sin. When self-interest continues 
as the dominant commitment of our lives, when 
we devote our energy to serving ourselves above 
all others, then we are wrongly self-centered. 

Larry Crabb



… But think how infrequently we confess our self-
centeredness and how often we request God’s 
help or guidance or comfort. Encouragement and 
direction seem more necessary than pardon. 
… The greatest obstacle to building truly good 
relationships is justified self-centeredness, a 
selfishness that, deep in our souls, feels entirely 
reasonable and therefore acceptable in light of 
how we’ve been treated. 

Larry Crabb



… Resentful thoughts should provoke guilt, but 
more often we regard our bitterness, not as the 
product of a flaw within us, but as the interplay 
between our delicate sensitivities and other 
people’s failures. We think others should be 
rebuked while our damaged souls receive 
healing.

Larry Crabb



All sin revolves around  
self-centeredness—putting 

ourselves above others, 
even God. 



The problem isn’t only that 
we’re self-centered, but 

that we feel justified in our 
self-centeredness. 



At the root of all sin is a 
diminishment of God 

in our hearts.



Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul. And I gave you your 
master’s house and your master’s wives into 
your arms and gave you the house of Israel and 
of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add 
to you as much more. Why have you despised 
the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his 
sight?

2 Samuel 12:7-9



Now therefore the sword shall 
never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me 
and have taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife.

2 Samuel 12:10



David said to Nathan, “I have 
sinned against the LORD.”

2 Samuel 12:13



Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and 
blameless in your judgment.

Psalm 51:4



Cast me not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy 
Spirit from me.

Psalm 51:11



If I’m ignorant of or indifferent to my sin, I’m 
ignorant of or indifferent to the great and central 
good news: “Jesus saves!” In the Christian life our 
primary task isn’t to avoid sin, which is impossible 
anyway, but to recognize sin. The fact is that we’re 
sinners. But there’s an enormous amount of self-
deception in sin. … Sin isn’t essentially a moral 
term, designating items of wrongdoing; it’s a 
spiritual term, designating our God-avoidance …

Eugene Peterson



That we sin so frequently is a puzzle, for our lives 
are always diminished in the process. But our 
capacity for sin is no puzzle: it’s required by the 
nature of love and freedom, the twin aspects of 
our humanity in which we become what we were 
created to be. A coerced love is hardly love. An 
enforced freedom is no freedom. If God is 
serious about creating us to experience his love

Eugene Peterson



and to love freely, to experience his freedom 
and to freely love, then there must be the 
capacity to not love, to not be free. When we 
exercise those options negatively, regardless of 
the forms in which those acts come to 
expression, we’re sinners.  

Eugene Peterson



The LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And 
the LORD regretted that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him 
to his heart.

Genesis 6:5-6







What is consuming your heart these days? 



God is always in loving 
pursuit after us, even 

when we push him into 
the corners of our life.



The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love. He 
will not always chide, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities. For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him;

Psalm 103:8-14



as far as the east is from the west, so far does 
he remove our transgressions from us. As a 
father shows compassion to his children, so 
the LORD shows compassion to those who 
fear him. For he knows our frame; he 
remembers that we are dust.

Psalm 103:8-14




