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NEW TESTAMENT 

New Covenant



A covenant is a binding contract 
between two parties and consisted 

of promises/blessings (i.e., the 
benefits gained by each party) and 

curses (i.e., the penalty that would be 
incurred if the contract is breached).



The LORD saw how great the 
wickedness of the human race 
had become on the earth, and 
that every inclination of the 
thoughts of the human heart 
was only evil all the time.

Genesis 
6:5



Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 
“I now establish my covenant with you and with 
your descendants after you and with every living 
creature that was with you—the birds, the 
livestock and all the wild animals, all those that 
came out of the ark with you—every living 
creature on earth. I establish my covenant with 
you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood; never again will there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I 
am making between me and you and every

Genesis 
9:8-16



living creature with you, a covenant for all 
generations to come: I have set my rainbow in 
the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. Whenever 
I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant between me and you and all living 
creatures of every kind. Never again will the 
waters become a flood to destroy all life. 
Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and all living creatures 
of every kind on the earth.” 

Genesis 
9:8-16



So the LORD said to him, 
“Bring me a heifer, a goat 
and a ram, each three years 
old, along with a dove and a 
young pigeon.”Genesis 

15:9



Those who have violated my 
covenant and have not fulfilled 
the terms of the covenant they 
made before me, I will treat like 
the calf they cut in two and then 
walked between its pieces.

Jeremiah 
34:18



When the sun had set and 
darkness had fallen, a smoking 
firepot with a blazing torch 
appeared and passed between 
the pieces. On that day the LORD 
made a covenant with Abram

Genesis 
15:17-18



Then he sent young Israelite men, and they 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young 
bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. Moses 
took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and 
the other half he splashed against the altar. Then 
he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to 
the people. They responded, “We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” 

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the 
people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

Exodus 
24:5-8



When your days are over and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed 
you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish 
his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house 
for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he will be 
my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him 
with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted 
by human hands. But my love will never be taken 
away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you. Your house and your 
kingdom will endure forever before me; your 
throne will be established forever.’ ”

2 Samuel 
7:12-16



problem: 
How can a holy God have a 

relationship with fallen, sinful people? 



problem: 
How can a holy God have a 

relationship with fallen, sinful people? 

solution: 
Through promises of faithfulness and 

commitment.  



When we make a promise we take it on our 
feeble wills to keep a future rendezvous with 
someone in circumstances we cannot 
possibly predict. … When you make a 
promise, you tie yourself to other persons by 
the unseen fibers of loyalty. You agree to 
stick with people you are stuck with. When 
everything else tells them they can count on 
nothing, they count on you. When they do 
not have the faintest notion of what in the 
world is going on around them, they will 
know that you are going to be there with

Louis 
Smedes
(Christianity Today, 

1983)



them. You have created a small sanctuary of 
trust within the jungle of unpredictability: 
you have made a promise that you intend to 
keep. … Everything in our lives together 
depends on the power of people to make 
and keep promises. … Promises summon 
the sort of social integrity that lays the 
ground floor for all community. Life together 
survives as a human togetherness, not on a 
diet of warm feelings, but on the tough 
fibers of promise keeping.

Louis 
Smedes
(Christianity Today, 

1983)



When I married my wife, I had 
hardly a smidgen of sense for what 
I was getting into with her. How 
could I know how much she would 
change over 25 years? How could I 
know how much I would change? 
My wife has lived with at least five 
different men since we were wed—
and each of the five has been me.

Louis 
Smedes
(Christianity Today, 

1983)





What makes a family? A family must be 
more than a spillover of two persons’ 
reckless passions. … A family is a 
community created by the promise of 
two people who care for persons they 
bring into the world until those persons 
are able to care for themselves. Parents 
are people of promise. They remember 
their promise even when the family is a 
hotbed of anger, grief, and pain

Louis 
Smedes
(Christianity Today, 

1983)



—as families tend sometimes to be. The 
psalmist said that the man who has a 
quiver full of children is the most happy 
fellow. I suspect he said it before his 
own children had reached adolescence. 
But no matter. A family is created and 
kept together, not because parenting is 
so much fun, but because two people 
dared to make and dared to keep their 
promise.

Louis 
Smedes
(Christianity Today, 

1983)





When Abram was ninety-nine 
years old, the LORD appeared to 
him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me 
faithfully and be blameless. 
Then I will make my covenant 
between me and you and will 
greatly increase your numbers.”

Genesis 
17:1-2



Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then 
out of all nations you will be 
my treasured possession. 

Exodus 
19:5



“ ‘But if they will confess their sins and the 
sins of their ancestors—their unfaithfulness 
and their hostility toward me, which made 
me hostile toward them so that I sent them 
into the land of their enemies—then when 
their uncircumcised hearts are humbled 
and they pay for their sin, I will remember 
my covenant with Jacob and my covenant 
with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, 
and I will remember the land. For the land 
will be deserted by them and will enjoy its 
sabbaths while it lies desolate without 

Leviticus 
26:40-45



They will pay for their sins because they 
rejected my laws and abhorred my decrees. 
Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land 
of their enemies, I will not reject them or 
abhor them so as to destroy them 
completely, breaking my covenant with 
them. I am the LORD their God. But for their 
sake I will remember the covenant with their 
ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in 
the sight of the nations to be their God. I 
am the LORD.’ ”

Leviticus 
26:40-45



When the time drew near for David to die, he 
gave a charge to Solomon his son. “I am about to 
go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, 
act like a man, and observe what the LORD your 
God requires: Walk in obedience to him, and 
keep his decrees and commands, his laws and 
regulations, as written in the Law of Moses. Do this 
so that you may prosper in all you do and 
wherever you go and that the LORD may keep his 
promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how 
they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with 
all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a 
successor on the throne of Israel.’

1 Kings 
2:1-4



Through this covenants God is 
unrelentingly, unconditionally 
committed in his faithfulness to 

make a way for us to be in 
relationship with him, but we also 
have obligations (conditions) of 
faithfulness that we must fulfill. 



“The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of Egypt, because 
they broke my covenant, though I was a 
husband to them,” declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 
31:31-34



“This is the covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel after that time,” declares 
the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
because they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest,” declares the 
LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more.”

Jeremiah 
31:31-34



When the hour came, Jesus and his 
apostles reclined at the table. And he said 
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and 
said, “Take this and divide it among you. 
For I tell you I will not drink again from the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.”

Luke 
22:14-20



And he took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body given for you; do this 
in remembrance of me.” 
In the same way, after the supper he 
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you.

Luke 
22:14-20



THE NEW COVENANT 
Through the cross our broken 

relationship with God is restored 
and through the Holy Spirit we are 
given the ability to live in faithful 

obedience to him.



But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”

Acts 
1:8



But very truly I tell you, it is for 
your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate 
[the Holy Spirit] will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you.

John 
16:7



You show that you are a letter from Christ, the 
result of our ministry, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets 
of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 
Such confidence we have through Christ 
before God. Not that we are competent in 
ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but 
our competence comes from God. He has 
made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

2 Cor 
3:3-6



Therefore, my dear friends, as you 
have always obeyed—not only in 
my presence, but now much more 
in my absence—continue to work 
out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works 
in you to will and to act in order to 
fulfill his good purpose.

Philippians 
2:12-13



For I am the least of the apostles 
and do not even deserve to be 
called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder 
than all of them—yet not I, but the 
grace of God that was with me.

1 Cor 
15:9-10



So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
For the flesh desires what is contrary 
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the flesh. They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you 
are not to do whatever you want. But 
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law.

Galatians 
5:16-18


