
“You Are the Man!” 
2 Samuel 11-12





force majeure: 
an extraordinary event beyond 
anyone’s control that prevents 

one or both parties from fulfilling 
the terms of the contract



FORCEMAJEURE







David & 
Bathsheba

David & 
Goliath 



In the spring of the year, 
the time when kings go 
out to battle, David sent 
Joab, and his servants with 
him, and all Israel. And 
they ravaged the 
Ammonites and besieged 
Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem.2 Samuel 11:1



It happened, late one afternoon, 
when David arose from his couch 
and was walking on the roof of 
the king’s house, that he saw 
from the roof a woman bathing; 
and the woman was very 
beautiful. And David sent and 
inquired about the woman. And 
one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, 
the daughter of Eliam, the wife of

2 Samuel 11:2-5



Uriah the Hittite?”  

So David sent messengers and 
took her, and she came to him, 
and he lay with her. (Now she 
had been purifying herself from 
her uncleanness.) Then she 
returned to her house. And the 
woman conceived, and she sent 
and told David, “I am pregnant.”

2 Samuel 11:2-5



So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah 
the Hittite.”  
And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah 
came to him, David asked how Joab was doing 
and how the people were doing and how the 
war was going.  
Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your 
house and wash your feet.”

2 Samuel 11:6-8



And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and 
there followed him a present from the king. But 
Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all 
the servants of his lord, and did not go down to 
his house.  
When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to 
his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not 
come from a journey? Why did you not go down 
to your house?” 

2 Samuel 11:8-11



Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and 
Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and 
the servants of my lord are camping in the 
open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat 
and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you 
live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this 
thing.”

2 Samuel 11:8-11



In the morning David wrote a letter to 
Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In 
the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the 
forefront of the hardest fighting, and 
then draw back from him, that he may be 
struck down, and die.” And as Joab was 
besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to

2 Samuel 11:14-17



the place where he knew there were 
valiant men. And the men of the city 
came out and fought with Joab, and 
some of the servants of David among the 
people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died.

2 Samuel 11:14-17



David’s sense of entitlement has 
grown so great that he wishes not 
only to sin, but to do so with a 
clear conscience.

David Wolpe



Then Joab sent and told David all the news 
about the fighting. And he instructed the 
messenger, “When you have finished 
telling all the news about the fighting to 
the king, then, if the king’s anger rises, and 
if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near 
the city to fight? Did you not know that 
they would shoot from the wall? 

2 Samuel 11:18-21



Who killed Abimelech the son of 
Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an 
upper millstone on him from the wall, so 
that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so 
near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your 
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’”

2 Samuel 11:18-21



The messenger said to David, “The men 
gained an advantage over us and came 
out against us in the field, but we drove 
them back to the entrance of the gate. 
Then the archers shot at your servants from 
the wall. Some of the king’s servants are 
dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead also.” 

2 Samuel 11:23-25



David said to the messenger, “Thus shall 
you say to Joab, ‘Do not let this matter 
displease you, for the sword devours now 
one and now another. Strengthen your 
attack against the city and overthrow it.’ 
And encourage him.”

2 Samuel 11:23-25



When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah 
her husband was dead, she lamented over 
her husband. And when the mourning was 
over, David sent and brought her to his 
house, and she became his wife and bore 
him a son. But the thing that David had 
done displeased the LORD.

2 Samuel 11:26-27



Sin is always accompanied 
by a web of lies that enable 

it to grow to frightening 
degrees. 



And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came 
to him and said to him, “There were two men 
in a certain city, the one rich and the other 
poor. The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds, but the poor man had nothing but one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he 
brought it up, and it grew up with him and 
with his children. It used to eat of his morsel

2 Samuel 12:1-4



and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and 
it was like a daughter to him. Now there came 
a traveler to the rich man, and he was 
unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd 
to prepare for the guest who had come to 
him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and 
prepared it for the man who had come to 
him.”

2 Samuel 12:1-4



Then David’s anger was greatly kindled 
against the man, and he said to Nathan, 
“As the LORD lives, the man who has 
done this deserves to die, and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did 
this thing, and because he had no pity.” 

2 Samuel 12:5-6



Our sense of justice is so 
much greater when it 

comes to the sins of others 
rather than our own sins. 



Nathan said to David, “You are 
the man! Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul. And 
I gave you your master’s house 
and your master’s wives into 
your arms and gave you the 
house of Israel and of Judah. 

2 Samuel 12:7-9



And if this were too little, I would 
add to you as much more. Why 
have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his 
sight? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword 
and have taken his wife to be 
your wife and have killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites.

2 Samuel 12:7-9



It is in his love and mercy 
for us that God exposes 

the sins that we try to hide 
from ourselves and others.



David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the LORD.” (2 Sam 12:13)



Confession of our sin 
brings us to the place 
of God’s forgiveness 

and mercy.



And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has 
put away your sin; you shall not die.  (2 Sam 12:13)



Blessed is the one whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the 
one whose sin the LORD does not count against 
them and in whose spirit is no deceit. When I 
kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. For day and night your 
hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged 
my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.

Psalm 32



I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while 
you may be found; surely the rising of the 
mighty waters will not reach them. You are my 
hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance. I 
will instruct you and teach you in the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye

Psalm 32



on you. Do not be like the horse or the mule, 
which have no understanding but must be 
controlled by bit and bridle or they will not 
come to you. Many are the woes of the wicked, 
but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds the one 
who trusts in him. Rejoice in the LORD and be 
glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are 
upright in heart!

Psalm 32



“My wedding day was the worst day of my 
entire life. Everyone in the church was smiling at 
me, thinking me a bride beaming in innocence. 
But do you know what was going through my 
head as I walked down the aisle? All I could 
think was You’re a murderer. You were so proud 
that you couldn’t bear the shame and 
humiliation of being exposed for what you are. 
But I know what you are and so does God. You 
have murdered an innocent baby.”



I took a deep breath and said what I had 
been thinking. “I don’t know why you are so 
surprised. This isn’t the first time your sin 
has led to death, it’s the second.” She 
looked at me in utter amazement. “My dear 
friend,” I continued, “when you look at the 
cross, all of us show up as crucifiers. 

Rebecca Pippert



Religious or nonreligious, good or bad, 
aborters or nonaborters—all of us are 
responsible for the death of the only 
innocent who ever lived. Jesus died for all 
our sins—past, present, and future. Do you 
think there are any sins of yours that Jesus 
didn’t have to die for? The very sin of pride

Rebecca Pippert



that caused you to destroy your child is 
what killed Christ as well. It does not matter 
that you weren’t there two thousand years 
ago. We all sent him there. Luther said that 
we carry his very nails in our pockets. So if 
you have done it before, then why couldn’t 
you do it again?” 

Rebecca Pippert



The fact is that in the cross God demonstrates the 
deepest law of acceptance. For to be convinced 
that I have been accepted, I must be convinced 
that I have been accepted at my worst. This is the 
greatest gift an intimate relationship can offer—to 
know that we have been accepted and forgiven 
in the full knowledge of who we are, an even 
greater knowledge than we have about 
ourselves. This is what the cross offers. 

Rebecca Pippert




