
“Covenant Love” 
2 Samuel 9



At its core, the story of 
David is the story of a 
person growing more 

and more alive to God.



[David] has little wisdom to pass on to us on 
how to live successfully. He was an unfortunate 
parent and an unfaithful husband. From a 
purely historical point of view he was a 
barbaric chieftain with a talent for poetry. But 
David’s importance isn’t in his morality or his 
military prowess but in his experience of and 
witness to God. Every event in his life was a 
confrontation with God. 

Eugene Peterson



God will send out his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness! … My heart is steadfast, O God, my 
heart is steadfast! I will sing and make melody! 
Awake, my glory! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will 
awake the dawn! I will give thanks to you, O 
Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to 
you among the nations. For your steadfast 
love is great to the heavens, your faithfulness to 
the clouds.

Psalm 57:3, 7-10



O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, 
as in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water. So I have looked upon you in the 
sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 
Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as 
long as I live; in your name I will lift up my 
hands. 

Psalm 63:1-4



Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant 
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 
you should be prince over my people Israel. 
And I have been with you wherever you went 
and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like 
the name of the great ones of the earth. And I 
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will

2 Samuel 7:8-11



plant them, so that they may dwell in their own 
place and be disturbed no more. And violent 
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel. And I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to 
you that the LORD will make you a house.

2 Samuel 7:8-11



And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the 
house of Saul, that I may show him kindness 
for Jonathan’s sake?”  
 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul 
whose name was Ziba, and they called him to 
David.  
And the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?”  
And he said, “I am your servant.” 

2 Samuel 9:1-4



And the king said, “Is there not still someone 
of the house of Saul, that I may show the 
kindness of God to him?”  
Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of 
Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.”  
The king said to him, “Where is he?”  
And Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house 
of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.”

2 Samuel 9:1-4



And as soon as he was king, he 
killed all the house of Jeroboam. 
He left to the house of Jeroboam 
not one that breathed, until he 
had destroyed it

1 Kings 15:29



When he began to reign, as soon 
as he had seated himself on his 
throne, he struck down all the 
house of Baasha. He did not leave 
him a single male of his relatives 
or his friends.

1 Kings 16:11



Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son 
who was crippled in his feet. He was five 
years old when the news about Saul and 
Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his 
nurse took him up and fled, and as she 
fled in her haste, he fell and became 
lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.

2 Samuel 4:4



And the son of Jonathan was 
Merib-baal, and Merib-baal 
fathered Micah.

1 Chronicles 9:40



Then King David sent and brought him from 
the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at 
Lo-debar. And Mephibosheth the son of 
Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell 
on his face and paid homage.  
And David said, “Mephibosheth!”  
And he answered, “Behold, I am your 
servant.”

2 Samuel 9:5-13



And David said to him, “Do not 
fear, for I will show you kindness 
for the sake of your father 
Jonathan, and I will restore to you 
all the land of Saul your father, and 
you shall eat at my table always.”  

And he paid homage and said, 
“What is your servant, that you 
should show regard for a dead 
dog such as I?”2 Samuel 9:5-13



Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s 
servant, and said to him, “All that 
belonged to Saul and to all his 
house I have given to your 
master’s grandson. And you and 
your sons and your servants shall 
till the land for him and shall bring 
in the produce, that your master’s 
grandson may have bread to eat. 
But Mephibosheth your master’s 
grandson shall always eat at my

2 Samuel 9:5-13



table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons 
and twenty servants.  

Then Ziba said to the king, 
“According to all that my lord the 
king commands his servant, so will 
your servant do.”  

So Mephibosheth ate at David’s 
table, like one of the king’s sons. 
And Mephibosheth had a young 
son, whose name was Mica. 2 Samuel 9:5-13



And all who lived in Ziba’s house 
became Mephibosheth’s servants.  

So Mephibosheth lived in 
Jerusalem, for he ate always at the 
king’s table. Now he was lame in 
both his feet.

2 Samuel 9:5-13



If I am still alive, show me the steadfast 
love of the LORD, that I may not die; 
and do not cut off your steadfast love 
from my house forever, when the LORD 
cuts off every one of the enemies of 
David from the face of the earth.”

1 Samuel 20:14-15



When David had passed a little beyond the 
summit, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth 
met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, 
bearing two hundred loaves of bread, a 
hundred bunches of raisins, a hundred of 
summer fruits, and a skin of wine.  
And the king said to Ziba, “Why have you 
brought these?” 

2 Samuel 16:1-4



Ziba answered, “The donkeys are for the 
king’s household to ride on, the bread and 
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and 
the wine for those who faint in the 
wilderness to drink.”  
And the king said, “And where is your 
master’s son?”

2 Samuel 16:1-4



Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he remains in 
Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of 
Israel will give me back the kingdom of my 
father.’”  
Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all that 
belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.”  
And Ziba said, “I pay homage; let me ever find 
favor in your sight, my lord the king.”

2 Samuel 16:1-4



And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came 
down to meet the king. He had neither taken 
care of his feet nor trimmed his beard nor 
washed his clothes, from the day the king 
departed until the day he came back in safety.  
And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the 
king, the king said to him, “Why did you not 
go with me, Mephibosheth?” 

2 Samuel 19:24-28



He answered, “My lord, O king, my servant 
deceived me, for your servant said to him, ‘I 
will saddle a donkey for myself, that I may ride 
on it and go with the king.’ For your servant is 
lame. He has slandered your servant to my 
lord the king. But my lord the king is like the 
angel of God; do therefore what seems good 
to you. For all my father’s house were but men

2 Samuel 19:24-28



doomed to death before my lord the king, but 
you set your servant among those who eat at 
your table. What further right have I, then, to 
cry to the king?” 

2 Samuel 19:24-28



And the king said to him, “Why speak any 
more of your affairs? I have decided: you 
and Ziba shall divide the land.”  
And Mephibosheth said to the king, “Oh, 
let him take it all, since my lord the king 
has come safely home.”

2 Samuel 19:29-30



If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I 
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-2








