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Now when the king lived in 
his house and the LORD 
had given him rest from all 
his surrounding enemies, 
the king said to Nathan the 
prophet, “See now, I dwell 
in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwells in a tent.” 

2 Samuel 7:1-2



And Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that is 
in your heart, for the 
LORD is with you.”

2 Samuel 7:3



But that same night the word of 
the LORD came to Nathan, “Go 
and tell my servant David, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: Would you build 
me a house to dwell in? I have 
not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but 
I have been moving about in a

2 Samuel 7:4-7



tent for my dwelling. In all 
places where I have moved 
with all the people of Israel, 
did I speak a word with any of 
the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, “Why 
have you not built me a house 
of cedar?”’

2 Samuel 7:4-7



Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant 
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 
you should be prince over my people Israel. 
And I have been with you wherever you went 
and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like 
the name of the great ones of the earth.

2 Samuel 7:8-11



And I will appoint a place for my people Israel 
and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their 
own place and be disturbed no more. And violent 
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house. 

2 Samuel 7:8-11



When your days are fulfilled and you lie down 
with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 
after you, who shall come from your body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him 
a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the

2 Samuel 7:12-16



rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 
men, but my steadfast love will not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away from before you. And your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established 
forever.’”

2 Samuel 7:12-16



THE DAVIDIC COVENANT: 
“David, I make an unbreakable 
commitment to your family—to 

establish my kingdom that will last 
forever through your royal line.” 



There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse [David’s father], and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And 
the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

Isaiah 11:1-2



“Behold, the days are coming, declares 
the LORD, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 
king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land.”

Jeremiah 23:5



Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go 
from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. And I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.”

Genesis 12:1-3



THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT: 
“I will bless you so that you will 

become a blessing to the whole 
world.” 



No longer shall your name be called 
Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham, for I have made you the 
father of a multitude of nations. I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 
make you into nations, and kings shall 
come from you. And I will establish my 
covenant between me and you and 
your offspring after you throughout 
their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you.

Genesis 17:5-7



For all the promises of God find 
their Yes in him [Jesus]. That is 
why it is through him that we utter 
our Amen to God for his glory.

2 Corinthians 1:20



The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham.

Matthew 1:1



He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.

Luke 1:32-33



Understand, then, that those who have 
faith are children of Abraham. Scripture 
foresaw that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.” So 
those who rely on faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith.

Galatians 3:7-9





The entire Bible is the 
story of God’s unbreakable 

promises to his people. 







Then King David went in and sat before the 
LORD and said, “Who am I, O Lord GOD, and 
what is my house, that you have brought me 
thus far? And yet this was a small thing in your 
eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also of 
your servant’s house for a great while to come, 
and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord 
GOD! And what more can David say to you? 

2 Samuel 7:18-29



For you know your servant, O Lord GOD! 
Because of your promise, and according to 
your own heart, you have brought about all 
this greatness, to make your servant know it. 
Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For 
there is none like you, and there is no God 
besides you, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. And who is like your

2 Samuel 7:18-29



people Israel, the one nation on earth whom 
God went to redeem to be his people, making 
himself a name and doing for them great and 
awesome things by driving out before your 
people, whom you redeemed for yourself from 
Egypt, a nation and its gods? And you 
established for yourself your people Israel to 
be your people forever. And you, O LORD, 

2 Samuel 7:18-29



became their God. And now, O LORD God, 
confirm forever the word that you have spoken 
concerning your servant and concerning his 
house, and do as you have spoken. And your 
name will be magnified forever, saying, ‘The 
LORD of hosts is God over Israel,’ and the 
house of your servant David will be established 
before you. For you, O LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel, have made this revelation to your

2 Samuel 7:18-29



servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore 
your servant has found courage to pray this prayer 
to you. And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and 
your words are true, and you have promised this 
good thing to your servant. Now therefore may it 
please you to bless the house of your servant, so 
that it may continue forever before you. For you, O 
Lord GOD, have spoken, and with your blessing 
shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”

2 Samuel 7:18-29



By 1992, the blows of life had left me numb
—my dearest slipping from me, my eldest 
son snatched away in a tragic accident, my 
life’s work abandoned at its peak. I didn’t 
hold it against God, but my faith could 
better be described as resignation. The joy 
had drained away, the passion in my love 
for God had frozen over. I was in trouble. …

Robertson McQuilkin



Of course, the passion of his love for me 
had never cooled. Even in the darkest hours 
when I felt my grip slipping and was in 
danger of sliding into the abyss of doubt, 
what always caught and held me was the 
vision of God’s best loved, pinioned in 
criminal execution in my place. How could 
someone who loved me that much let

Robertson McQuilkin



anything hurt me without cause? … As I 
watch her brave descent into oblivion, 
Muriel is the joy of my life. Daily I discern 
new manifestations of the kind of person 
she is, the wife I always loved. I also see 
fresh manifestations of God's love—the God 
I long to love more fully.

Robertson McQuilkin




