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“I will forgive you, on 
condition that one of your 
daughters comes willingly, 
and suffers for you.” 



“I will deliver myself up to 
all [the Beast’s] fury, and I 
am glad to think that my 
death will save my father’s 
life and be proof of my 
tender love for him.”





The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned. … For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 
9:2,6



But for you who fear my 
name, the sun of righteous-
ness shall rise with healing 
in its wings. You shall go 
out leaping like calves from 
the stall.

Malachi 
4:2



And you, my child, will be called a 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
on before the Lord to prepare the way 
for him, to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of the 
tender mercy of our God, by which the 
rising sun will come to us from heaven to 
shine on those living in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace.”

Luke 
1:76-79



Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into 
the temple courts. When the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying: 

Luke 
2:25-38



“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you 
may now dismiss your servant in peace. For 
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the 
glory of your people Israel.” 
The child’s father and mother marveled at 
what was said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign

Luke 
2:25-38



that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of 
many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of 
Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 
had lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem.

Luke 
2:25-38





For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:16



The beautiful world that God had created 
was now broken and groaning—the direct 
result of the rebellion of the ones God had 
made in his own image … The evidence of 
its brokenness was everywhere, from the 
inner recesses of the hearts of people, to 
violence and corruption of government, to 
the existence of plagues and diseases. Sure, 
there was beauty still to be seen, but the 
whole world groaned under the weight of its 
brokenness. It would have been just for God 
to stay his distance, to let the world quake

Paul 
Tripp
(Come, Let Us 

Adore Him)



and groan. … But in one of the gorgeous 
mysteries of God’s sovereign grace, he 
looked on his broken, rebellious world with 
eyes of mercy. 
… God would take on human flesh and 
invade his sin-broken world with his wisdom, 
power, glory, and grace. But he wouldn’t 
descend to a palace. Instead, the Lord 
Almighty, the Creator, the sovereign King 
over all things would humble himself and 
take on the form of servant; he would live on

Paul 
Tripp
(Come, Let Us 

Adore Him)



our behalf the life we could have never lived, 
he would willingly die the death that you and 
I deserve to die, and he would rise from his 
tomb as the conqueror of sin and death. He 
would suffer every single day of his life so 
that he could, with his life, give grace to 
rebels, extend love to those who would deny 
his existence, impart wisdom to those who 
think they know better, and extend 
forgiveness to everyone who seeks him.

Paul 
Tripp
(Come, Let Us 

Adore Him)



For the love of Christ controls us, 
because we have concluded this: 
that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died; and he died for all, 
that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died 
and was raised.

2 Cor 
5:14-15



Perhaps the most simple way into a 
culture and into an age is to ask: What 
do people worship? People have 
worshipped so many different things—
the sun, the stars, the storm. Some 
people worship many gods, some one, 
some none. In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, people worshipped the 
nation, the Aryan race, the communist 
state. What do we worship? I think future 
anthropologists will take a look at the

Jonathan 
Sacks

(TED Talk-April 2017)



books we read on self-help, self-
realization, self-esteem. They'll look at 
the way we talk about morality as being 
true to oneself, the way we talk about 
politics as a matter of individual rights, 
and they'll look at this wonderful new 
religious ritual we have created called 
the “selfie.” And I think they’ll conclude 
that what we worship in our time is the 
self, the me, the I.

Jonathan 
Sacks

(TED Talk-April 2017)



This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and sisters. If anyone 
has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no 
pity on them, how can the love of 
God be in that person? Dear 
children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth.

1 John 
3:16-18





The Christmas story is the story of 
God’s love for a lost humanity, 
giving us his only Son so that 

through him we can be restored to 
love like he loves. 

SUMMARY:


