
“God in a Box” 
2 Samuel 6



And when the people came to the camp, the elders 
of Israel said, “Why has the LORD defeated us today 
before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD here from Shiloh, that it may 
come among us and save us from the power of our 
enemies.” So the people sent to Shiloh and brought 
from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of 
hosts, who is enthroned on the cherubim. And the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark of the covenant of God.

1 Samuel 4:3-4





Whenever the ark set out, Moses 
said, “Rise up, LORD! May your 
enemies be scattered; may your 
foes flee before you.”  

Whenever it came to rest, he said, 
“Return, LORD, to the countless 
thousands of Israel.”

1 Samuel 
4:3-4



As soon as the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD came into the camp, all Israel gave 
a mighty shout, so that the earth 
resounded.  

And when the Philistines heard the noise 
of the shouting, they said, “What does 
this great shouting in the camp of the 
Hebrews mean?”  

And when they learned that the ark of 
the LORD had come to the camp, the 
Philistines were afraid, for they said,

1 Samuel 
4:5-9



“A god has come into the camp.”  

And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing 
like this has happened before. Woe to us! 
Who can deliver us from the power of 
these mighty gods? These are the gods 
who struck the Egyptians with every sort 
of plague in the wilderness. Take courage, 
and be men, O Philistines, lest you 
become slaves to the Hebrews as they 
have been to you; be men and fight.”

1 Samuel 
4:5-9



So the Philistines fought, and 
Israel was defeated, and they 
fled, every man to his home. 
And there was a very great 
slaughter, for thirty thousand 
foot soldiers of Israel fell. And 
the ark of God was captured, 
and the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, died.

1 Samuel 4:10-11



Superstition attempts to 
manipulate God’s power 

through our actions.



God was not at their disposal. God was 
not a thing. The living God cannot be 
used, manipulated, or managed. Spiritual 
power is not a matter of getting our 
hands on the right method or technology. 
The personal God cannot be reduced to 
an impersonal power.

Eugene Peterson



“And when you pray, do not 
heap up empty phrases as 
the Gentiles do, for they 
think that they will be heard 
for their many words. Do not 
be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before 
you ask him.”

Matthew 6:7-8



Faith is always rooted in 
relationship with God and 

flows from what we already 
believe God has done for 
us out of his love for us. 



Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at 
Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for 
you.”  

So they gathered at Mizpah and drew 
water and poured it out before the LORD 
and fasted on that day and said there, 
“We have sinned against the LORD.”  

And Samuel judged the people of Israel 
at Mizpah. Now when the Philistines 
heard that the people of Israel had 
gathered at Mizpah, the lords of the

1 Samuel 7:5-11



Philistines went up against Israel. And 
when the people of Israel heard of it, 
they were afraid of the Philistines.  

And the people of Israel said to Samuel, 
“Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our 
God for us, that he may save us from the 
hand of the Philistines.”  

So Samuel took a nursing lamb and 
offered it as a whole burnt offering to the 
LORD. And Samuel cried out to the LORD 
for Israel, and the LORD answered him. 

1 Samuel 7:5-11



As Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Philistines drew near to 
attack Israel. But the LORD thundered 
with a mighty sound that day against the 
Philistines and threw them into 
confusion, and they were defeated 
before Israel. And the men of Israel went 
out from Mizpah and pursued the 
Philistines and struck them, as far as 
below Beth-car.

1 Samuel 7:5-11



And when the people of Ashdod 
rose early the next day, behold, 
Dagon had fallen face downward 
on the ground before the ark of 
the LORD. So they took Dagon and 
put him back in his place. But when 
they rose early on the next 
morning, behold, Dagon had fallen 
face downward on the ground

1 Samuel 5:3-5



before the ark of the LORD, and 
the head of Dagon and both his 
hands were lying cut off on the 
threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon 
was left to him. This is why the 
priests of Dagon and all who enter 
the house of Dagon do not tread 
on the threshold of Dagon in 
Ashdod to this day.

1 Samuel 5:3-5



So they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. But as soon as the ark 
of God came to Ekron, the 
people of Ekron cried out, 
“They have brought around to 
us the ark of the God of Israel 
to kill us and our people.”1 Samuel 5:10



And he struck some of the men of 
Beth-shemesh, because they looked 
upon the ark of the LORD. He struck 
seventy men of them, and the 
people mourned because the LORD 
had struck the people with a great 
blow. Then the men of Beth-shemesh 
said, “Who is able to stand before 
the LORD, this holy God? And to 
whom shall he go up away from us?”

1 Samuel 
6:19-21



So they sent messengers to the 
inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, 
“The Philistines have returned the ark 
of the LORD. Come down and take it 
up to you.”

1 Samuel 
6:19-21



And the men of Kiriath-jearim came 
and took up the ark of the LORD and 
brought it to the house of Abinadab 
on the hill. And they consecrated his 
son Eleazar to have charge of the ark 
of the LORD. From the day that the 
ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a 
long time passed, some twenty 
years, and all the house of Israel 
lamented after the LORD.

1 Samuel 
7:1-2



And they carried the ark of God on a new cart 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 
with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the 
ark. And David and all the house of Israel were 
celebrating before the LORD, with songs and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets 
and cymbals.

2 Samuel 6:3-5



And when they came to the threshing floor 
of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the 
ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen 
stumbled. And the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him 
down there because of his error, and he 
died there beside the ark of God.

2 Samuel 6:6-7



Uzzah’s death represents a thread of the biblical 
narrative that contemporary Westerners find 
particularly odious. Here we see a picture of an 
angry God, one who lashes out and kills for 
what seems to be a trifle. Uzzah wanted to keep 
God’s ark from hitting the dirt; what is so sinful 
about that? And even if it were wrong, did God 
have to levy such a harsh punishment?

J. D. Greear



It is difficult for many people to accept that 
God does not have to explain himself to us. 
He is not answerable to us. The reasons for 
his actions are often hidden from us. He is 
not obliged to win our approval.

John Woodhouse



And David was angry because the LORD had 
broken out against Uzzah. And that place is 
called Perez-uzzah, to this day. And David was 
afraid of the LORD that day, and he said, “How 
can the ark of the LORD come to me?”  

So David was not willing to take the ark of the 
LORD into the city of David. But David took it 
aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

2 Samuel 6:8-9



The fear of the Lord is the 
only proper foundation 

for a life of faith.



Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling.

Psalm 2:11

The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge

Proverbs 1:7



So the church throughout all Judea 
and Galilee and Samaria had peace 
and was being built up. And walking 
in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied.

Acts 9:31





He who had experienced wonderful 
protection over the years from the Lord his 
God, and had known unusual intimacy with 
him, had to come to terms with the fact 
that he had overstepped the mark, and 
presumed upon the relationship, by failing 
to observe the regulations laid down to 
safeguard respect for God’s holiness.

Joyce Baldwin



and said to them, “You are the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the Levites. Consecrate 
yourselves, you and your brothers, so that you 
may bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to the place that I have prepared for it. 
Because you did not carry it the first time, the 
LORD our God broke out against us, because 
we did not seek him according to the rule.”

2 Chronicles 15:12-13



And it was told King David, “The LORD has 
blessed the household of Obed-edom and 
all that belongs to him, because of the ark of 
God.”  

So David went and brought up the ark of 
God from the house of Obed-edom to the 
city of David with rejoicing. And when those 
who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six

2 Samuel 6:12-15



steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened 
animal. And David danced before the LORD 
with all his might. And David was wearing a 
linen ephod. So David and all the house of 
Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with 
shouting and with the sound of the horn.

2 Samuel 6:12-15



As the ark of the LORD came into the city of 
David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked 
out of the window and saw King David 
leaping and dancing before the LORD, and 
she despised him in her heart.

2 Samuel 6:16



And David returned to bless his household. But 
Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, “How the king of Israel honored 
himself today, uncovering himself today before 
the eyes of his servants’ female servants, as one of 
the vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”  

And David said to Michal, “It was before the 
LORD, who chose me above your father and 
above all his house, to appoint me as prince over

2 Samuel 6:20-23



Israel, the people of the LORD—and I will 
celebrate before the LORD. I will make myself yet 
more contemptible than this, and I will be abased 
in your eyes. But by the female servants of whom 
you have spoken, by them I shall be held in 
honor.”  

And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to 
the day of her death.

2 Samuel 6:20-23


