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Matthew 5:33–37 
 
 
[33] “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 
perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ [34] But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, [35] or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. [36] And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make 
one hair white or black. [37] Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 
comes from evil.  
 
 
Joshua 2:1–14 
 
Rahab Hides the Spies 
 
[1] And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, 
especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and 
lodged there. [2] And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight 
to search out the land.” [3] Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who 
have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” [4] But the 
woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did 
not know where they were from. [5] And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went 
out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” [6] But she 
had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the 
roof. [7] So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was 
shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out. 
 
[8] Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof [9] and said to the men, “I know that 
the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land melt away before you. [10] For we have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the 
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. [11] And 
as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for 
the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. [12] Now then, please 
swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my 
father’s house, and give me a sure sign [13] that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers 
and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” [14] And the men said to 
her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD 
gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”  
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Fun Question: What is something that you were told when you were younger, only to find out that 
it was a lie later in your life? Did it alter your perspective on life in any way? If so, how?  

 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Read, observe, and share about what is going on in Joshua 2:1-14.  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you think Rahab was justified in lying about the location of the Hebrews spies? If so, why?  

 
 

  
 
 
3. Are there legitimate exceptions to the rule of honesty or does God expect us to be honest 

in every situation? Is there such a thing as a “good lie” (a justified lie) or should we seek to tell 
the truth no matter the situation? What basic principle(s) can help us discern this? How can this 
be abused or misused by us?  

 
 
 
 
 
4. What are some ways you’ve used lies for self-serving purposes? Embracing a life of relentless 

truthfulness is a matter of faith. How would faith transform you to be more of a person that 
reflects a God of truth to this world?  

 


