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Being “Pro-Life”



PREACHING CALENDAR
Sept 4 Growing Together 1 
 11 Eujin Ahn 
 18 Women Elders 1 
 25 Women Elders 2 

Oct  OTHER SPEAKERS

Nov 6 Family Service 
 13 Growing Together 2 
 20 Growing Together 3 
 27 Growing Together 4 

Dec  ADVENT SERIES



What are some meetings 
or gatherings that you 

dread or feel like they’re 
a waste of time? 



SURVIVED ANOTHER MEETING

THAT COULD’VE BEEN AN EMAIL



What are some meetings 
or gatherings that you 

genuinely look forward to?





Much of the time we spend in gatherings with 
other people disappoints us. … The 2015 State of 
Enterprise Work survey found that “wasteful 
meetings” were employees’ top obstacle to 
getting work done. 

… In our offices, we spend our days in back-to-
back meetings, many of which could be replaced 
with an email or a ten-minute stand-up meeting. 
In college, we stare at the floor in lecture halls, 
when the same facts would be better conveyed

Priya 
Parker

The Art of 
Gathering



via video and the professor’s time would be 
better spent coaching students on specific 
difficulties with the material. 

… When we don’t examine the deeper 
assumptions behind why we gather, we end up 
skipping too quickly to replicating old, staid 
formats of gathering. And we forgo the 
possibility of creating something memorable, 
even transformative.

Priya 
Parker

The Art of 
Gathering



GOAL #1: 
Connecting with 

One Another



The average American hasn’t made one 
new friend in the last five years. But the 
price we pay for giving up is just too high. 
As we age, research shows that we get more 
isolated from the people around us. We feel 
more lonely, and have a harder time making 
close friends. Nearly half of Americans say 
they feel alone or left out most of the time. 
One in four Americans don’t feel like there’s

Kat 
Vellos
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Together



anyone who really understands them. … 
Loneliness and isolation wreak havoc on our 
internal systems: shortening our lifespan 
and increasing our chances of a multitude 
of health problems. According to former 
Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy, loneliness 
puts as much stress on our body as smoking 
fifteen cigarettes a day. 

Kat 
Vellos

We Should Get 
Together



One of the most thorough research projects 
on relationships is called the Alameda 
County Study. Headed by a Harvard social 
scientist, it tracked the lives of 7,000 people 
over nine years. Researchers found that the 
most isolated people were three times more 
likely to die than those with strong relational 
connections.

John 
Ortberg

Everybody’s 
Normal Till You Get 

to Know Them 



People who had bad health habits (such as 
smoking, poor eating habits, obesity, or 
alcohol use) but strong social ties lived 
significantly longer than people who had great 
health habits but were isolated. In other words, 
it is better to eat Twinkies with good friends 
than to eat broccoli alone. Harvard researcher 
Robert Putnam notes that if you belong to no 
groups but decide to join one, “you cut your 
risk of dying over the next year in half.”

John 
Ortberg

Everybody’s 
Normal Till You Get 

to Know Them 



Maybe the biggest single barrier to deep 
connectedness for most of us is simply the 
pace of our lives. How often do you hear (or 
say) things like, “We’ve got to get together 
soon” or “Let’s do lunch in a few weeks when 
things settle down”?  

The requirement for true intimacy is chunks of 
unhurried time. If you think you can fit deep 
community into the cracks of an overloaded 
schedule—think again. Wise people do not try

John 
Ortberg
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Normal Till You Get 

to Know Them 



to microwave friendship, parenting, or 
marriage. You can’t do community in a hurry:  

You can’t listen in a hurry.  

You can’t mourn in a hurry with those who 
mourn, or rejoice in a hurry with those who 
rejoice.  

Many people lack great friends for the simple 
reason that they have never made pursuing 
community a high priority.

John 
Ortberg

Everybody’s 
Normal Till You Get 

to Know Them 



The yearning to attach and connect, 
to love and be loved, is the fiercest 
longing of the soul. Our need for 
community with people and the God 
who made us is to the human spirit 
what food and air and water are to 
the human body. 

John 
Ortberg
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Father

Son
Holy 

Spirit



But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he 
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 
is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me 

that he will receive what he will make known to you.  

John 16:13-14



Then a cloud appeared and covered them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: “This is 

my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”  

Mark 9:7



“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”   

Luke 22:42



My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those 
who will believe in me through their message, that all 

of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I 
am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. 

John 17:20-23



I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 
they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in 
me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me.  

John 17:20-23









GOAL #2: 
Connecting One 

Another with God



One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees 
and teachers of the law were sitting there. 
They had come from every village of Galilee 
and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the 
power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the 
sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed 
man on a mat and tried to take him into the 
house to lay him before Jesus. When they 
could not find a way to do this because of the 
crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered

Luke 
5:17-25



him on his mat through the tiles into the 
middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, 
your sins are forgiven.” 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?”

Luke 
5:17-25



Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
asked, “Why are you thinking these things in 
your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I 
want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said 
to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take 
your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood 
up in front of them, took what he had been 
lying on and went home praising God.

Luke 
5:17-25





When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”



And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 
10:24-25



Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person 
gently. But watch yourselves, or you 
also may be tempted. Carry each 
other’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Galatians 
6:1-2


