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Life’s short.
Get a divorce.
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Let’s say I acquire elite status in an airline’s
frequent-ilyer program and I ask, “What'’s the bare
minimum I have to do to maintain my status?” This
1s an altogether proper question, because there is
no connection between the perks I desire and the
person I'm becoming. Anyone would want better
seats, nicer food, linen napkins, red carpets. It is
an objective, forensic, legal status. The airline will

even keep track of my miles to make sure I do v,
satisity the minimum requirements.
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But imagine if I had said to Nancy on our wedding
day, “I want to know: what’s the absolute least]

can do to stay married to you? What’s the lowest
level of commitment, the fewest atfirmations, the

. smallest promises, the highest level of ignorance

. permissible? What are the minimum requirements
for maintaining my husband status?”
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‘Oh, of course. I'm wrong.
Everything I say or do 1s wrong,
according to you.’

‘But of course!’ said the Spirit, T ;{
shining with love and mirth so that
my eyes were dazzled. ‘That’s what
we all find when we reach this
country. We've all been wrong!
That’s the great joke. There’s no
need to go on pretending one was
right! After that we begin living.’




‘How dare you laugh about it? Give
me my boy. Do you hear? I don't
care about all your rules and
regulations. ] don’t believe in a
God who keeps mother and son
apart. Il believe 1n a God of love. No
one had a right to come between
me and my son. Not even God. Tell
Him that to His face. I want my boy,
and I mean to have him. He 1s
mine, do you understand? Mine,
mine, mine, for ever and ever.’
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Death was never part of God’s
overarching plan for humanity. And
when 1t shows 1its bony face, death’s
finality and mystery can sneak up on us
In unsuspecting and terrifying ways.

But not for Dallas. Mixed with the tears
of loss, there was an unmistakable
gleam of anticipation in his eyes as well.
I can only describe 1t as a childlike
excitement, and despite the pain and
weakness of the disease, and the



temporary loss of connection to his
loved ones, his expectant joy was
unquenchable. He knew he was shortly
to experience what he had long
dreamed of and hoped for. He was soon
to come face-to-face with his dearly
beloved Lord and friend, Jesus. That
reality carried with it a power that was
sustaining us both, allowing us to rise
just above all other cares and concerns
of this world. I learned that day, like

Gary
Black, Jr never before, how highly contagious



knowledge and faith can be, as can be
the joy and peace they produce.

Even though I knew, perhaps even
expected, this joy to be a natural
product of Dallas’s intimate relationship
with Christ, it was an immeasurable gift
to witness firsthand the etffects of his
trusting faith in action. I watched him
stand at the precipice of the greatest of
unknowns, what some call the void,
where knowledge fades and we are



susceptible to the dread of a cold, empty,
dark, and solitary nothingness. ... But his
vast experience of God’s goodness,
attained throughout the many years he
walked with Jesus, dug a reservoir of
truth that swallowed such fears, engulifed
them, and transcended them, while never
needing to deny their presence or
potential. His knowledge of God’s loving
care produced a joy strong enough to
cast dread as far from his heart and mind
as the east 1s from the west.






